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Everybody’s Talking
Alien pods: A farmer in Japan had an overabundance of Chinese 
cabbages last year, so he decided to leave some in the fi eld to 
become natural fertilizer. The farmer didn’t realize that by spring, 
his fi eld would resemble a scene from the 1979 sci-fi  movie, Alien. 
The cabbages ended up looking like rows and rows of alien eggs 
ready to hatch. This occurred because the cabbages have an outer 
layer of water that froze. The resulting gray-brown, oblong “pods” 
might scare someone who has seen the movie, but they are really 
just heads of rotten cabbage!

Cuddly, but not cute: The sphynx is a breed of cats with hairless 
bodies and lots of wrinkles. One of these felines, Xherdan of Rüti, 
Switzerland, is becoming known due to social media. His owner, 
Sandra Filippi, realizes that not all people would fi nd Xherdan to 
be a cute cat; they may even call him ugly! But she doesn’t care 
because she loves her unique pet. Xherdan has long ears and skin 
with so many folds that it looks like a brain. But his skin is silky 
to the touch and he’s as cuddly as a longhaired kitten. He’s also 
smart and extroverted, which are personality traits of this breed.

Big complainer: Bernie Carroll of Liverpool, England, is in the 
habit of sending angry letters to his local newspaper, and he’s 
been doing it daily since 1978. The Liverpool Echo is the recipient 
of all the mail. Carroll started doing this many years ago to rant 
about the politics of the time, and today he gives his opinions 
on anything and everything. For example, he writes about the 
thoughtless behaviour of dog owners who don’t pick up after 
their pets and about people who make too much noise setting 
off fi reworks. For Carroll, writing letters is cathartic because it lets 
him express his irritation in a creative way.

Garden mania: A unique gardening competition in Japan is 
known as the Kei Truck Garden Contest. In it, competitors use the 
bed of a Kei Truck (or kei-tora) as the canvas for their creations. 
These small trucks are well-known in Asia for use in construction 
and agriculture. Once a year, competitors meet at the designated 
location with an empty truck. Then, they begin their creative 
projects and soon the truck beds are fi lled with soil, greenery, 
fl owers, pebble paths, waterfalls, benches, and even aquariums. 
The mini-garden creations are ranked by a panel of judges who 
name a winner.

Quoteable Quotes
“A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step.”
—Lao-tzu
“Blessed is the man who, having nothing to say, abstains from 
giving in words evidence of the fact.” —George Eliot

What’s Happening
BINGO is BACK. The Canmore Legion is hosting Saturday 
night BINGO again! Sales start at 6PM, game on at 630PM. The 
Poppy Bistro and Bar are OPEN.

Avalanche Safety Training Level 1. This BanffLIFE program is 
on Nov 25 from 9AM to 5PM. $15 fee. Transportation provided, 
more info at banff.ca

MountainLIFE - Companion Rescue Skills. This program 
runs on Nov 30 from 8AM to 5 PM. $15 fee. More info at bacff.
ca

GET IN WHAT’S HAPPENING - Submit your event to www.
bvcoffeenews.ca and be seen here by thousands of readers 

each week.
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Trivia
1. Which creature can rotate its head 270 degrees?
2. What tools are used in the sport of crew?
3. What is the title for a Japanese emperor?
4. Orecchiette, pappardelle, and tagliatelle are types of what?
5. In what sport does Simone Biles excel?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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