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Everybody’s Talking
Collectors’ items: Lots of people collect favourite items, 
whether those are dolls, books, records, or guitars. Usually, they 
legally obtain the items. That was not the case with a collector in 
Higashiosaka, Japan. Hiroaki Suda was in the habit of collecting 
bicycle seats, after he had stolen them. Recently, the man was 
fi lmed on surveillance cameras in the act of taking the seats from 
two parked bikes at a train station. Police were astounded to 
discover that he had been repeating this crime for over 25 years 
and had collected over 5,800 bicycle seats, which he kept in a 
storage facility.

Brotherly love: A caring brother from Zamboanga City, 
Philippines, wanted to do a good deed for his sister, so he learned 
how to sew. Rather than taking on a small project, Maverick 
Francisco Oyao made a prom dress for his sister, Lu Asey, 
because the family couldn’t afford to buy or rent one. And what a 
dress it turned out to be! Wearing the dress, Ly Asey looked like a 
princess from a fairy tale. Her brother had learned how to sew by 
viewing YouTube videos. The fi nished project was royal blue and 
white, and featured large pleats and winged sleeves.

Weird items: Those who are interested in visiting a place full of 
peculiar items might want to know about the Noir Arts & Oddities 
in Kansas City, Missouri (U.S.). Owner Pamela Smith sells unusual 
and strange items in her “antique oddities boutique.” For people 
who want to see medical oddities, they have antique medical 
prints. If customers are curious about the occult, the owner directs 
them to a selection of incense, tarot cards, and crystals. The shop 
also has a collection of unusual cross-stitch patterns, as well as 
books, jewelry, and natural science items.

Bagged burglar: A Welshman must have thought an Elvis 
Presley convention would be a good place to commit burglary. A 
camera caught Christopher Badman (his real name!) wandering 
the halls of a hotel in Porthcawl, Wales, where the convention 
was taking place. He had a bag over his head to disguise himself 
while breaking into a room. At one point, he was confronted by a 
guest. Then, much to the joy of the police, Badman removed the 
bag from his head and looked into the security camera. He was 
readily identifi able, and ended up being charged.

Quoteable Quotes
“The person who removes a mountain begins by carrying away 
small stones.” —Chinese proverb
“It isn’t the great big pleasures that count the most; it’s making a 
great deal out of the little ones.” —Jean Webster

What’s Happening
Nov 20 to Jan 2-Magic of Lights Head to Castrol Raceway 
for a new holiday tradition! You’ll embark on a 2.5 KM drive 
through experience from the comfort of your own vehicle. Be 
mesmerized as multiple holiday themes come to life with hundreds 
of thousands of sparkling LED lights!

Dec 1-Dec 31-Luminaria Stroll through the candle-lit pathways 
of the snow-covered Kurimoto Japanese Garden. University of 
Alberta Botanic Gardens - 51227 Hwy 60, Parkland County.

Jan 16 to 17-Deep Freeze: A Byzantine Winter Adventure
This two-day festival brings together diverse cultures and revels in 
the magic and beauty of winter. Alberta Avenue - 118 Avenue NW 
and 91 Street, Edmonton.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. An appaloosa is a breed of cattle, horse, or sheep?
2. Which Guthrie popularized the song “Alice’s Restaurant”—Woody 
or Arlo?
3. What does the term “per diem” mean?
4. A shuttlecock is used in what game?
5. The city of Timbuktu is located in what country?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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