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Everybody’s Talking
Plant lover: Joe Bagley lives in his own personalized jungle. 
His home is a one-bedroom coach house in Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, England, and it is fi lled to the rafters with all kinds 
of potted plants, from cacti to ivy and from tropicals to succulents. 
All told, he estimates that 1,400 plants live in his abode. His love 
of plants started when, as a boy of 13, his grandmother gave him 
a spider plant cutting. Since then, collecting and caring for plants 
has become his passion. Even his work involves plants: he works in 
a garden centre.

Close proximity: Those who live near busy highways may not be 
thrilled with traffi c noise, but that’s nothing compared to a situation 
in Cairo, Egypt. Designed to carry fast-moving vehicles, Teraet Al-
Zomor Bridge is under construction just 50 centimetres (20 in.) 
from four high-rise apartment buildings. Apparently, the bridge is 
an important addition to the infrastructure, and the construction 
has a permit. The apartment dwellers will have to relocate, as the 
buildings will be torn down. For now, though, the view from some 
of the suites is defi nitely blocked, but hopefully the compensation to 
the renters will be worth it!

Big loaves: The country of Vietnam holds many tourist attractions, 
but one unlikely item has people talking – giant loaves of bread. 
Baker Pham Thi Bac of An Giang province in the Mekong Delta, 
started making the big loaves in 2018, just for fun. At about one 
metre (3 ft.) long and weighing approximately three kilograms (6.5 
lbs.), the loaves taste great and are glazed with butter and seeds. 
Local people heard about the bread fi rst and started asking for 
it. Then tourists joined in, wanting to take home a loaf or two as 
souvenirs – if they could fi gure out a way to carry them!

House for raffl e: Katherine Jablonowska and Ryan Mclean wanted 
to do something different, so they took on a unique project. They 
bought a 19th-century cottage on the Llyn Peninsula in North Wales 
and renovated it. But their goal was not to live there. Instead, they 
plan to raffl e it off for £5 per ticket, with the lucky winner becoming 
the new owner. Originally a working barn, the home is now a 
beautiful, peaceful abode, with all the “bells and whistles” of modern 
life. When selling tickets, the pair is requesting a £1 donation, which 
they will match and donate to The Children’s Society.

Quoteable Quotes
“Dance to the tune that is played.” —Spanish proverb
“A little alarm now and then keeps life from stagnation.” —Fanny 
Burney

What’s Happening
Nov 19 to Jan 18-Mom to Mom Online Group Online group 
where Moms can get together to talk about successes and diffi culties 
of being a mom and sharing stories, each week working on a 
different topic. Thursdays 1-2 pm. Register at jasperplace-CFC.com

Jan 15 to 31Valentails Fundraiser - Buy a Valentine, Save 
a Horse Valentine cards for purchase featuring animals from Out 
of Africa Animal Sanctuary. 75 of proceeds will directly benefi t 
the animals who are free from harm. View our fundraiser at www.
helpabuddyfund.org

Jan 16 to 17-Deep Freeze: A Byzantine Winter Adventure
This two-day festival brings together diverse cultures and revels in 
the magic and beauty of winter. Alberta Avenue - 118 Avenue NW 
and 91 Street, Edmonton.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. What does the term “ipso facto” mean?
2. Mexican American performer Carlos Santana is known for playing 
what instrument?
3. What does a bibliophile collect or have a love for?
4. Author Agatha Christie is best known for writing what type of novels?
5. A brouhaha is a German joke or a ruckus?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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