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Everybody’s Talking
Melon mania: Carving pumpkins at Halloween might be a 
normal thing to do, but carving watermelons to use as bandit 
masks is quite another. That’s what two thieves in Louisa, 
Virginia (U.S.), did to cover up their identities when they robbed 
a convenience store. They arrived at the business in a stolen 
vehicle, then strolled in, looking through carved-out “eyes” in 
the melons they wore on their heads. Police managed to fi nd 
one of the culprits, and they are still searching for the other 
one.

Colour change: Blaze, a Labrador retriever from Finland, 
suddenly changed from black to white, and his owner couldn’t 
fi gure out why. She wondered why a small patch of fur on her 
pet’s ear suddenly turned white. Then, over the course of a 
year, much of Blaze’s fur changed from black to white. It turns 
out that Blaze has vitiligo, a condition that causes the pigment 
in fur to lose its colour. Blaze doesn’t seem to care. He is a 
loving, healthy dog that likes to play and go for walks. Thanks 
to his owner’s posts, he has become a social media sensation.

Bedsheet shirts: Two clothing designers from Archivist Studio 
in Berlin, Germany, found a unique way to reuse material that 
would have gone to the dump. Eugenie Haitsma and Johannes 
Offerhaus offered to take expensive hotel bedsheets that were 
headed for the garbage bin, due to minor fl aws and tears. The 
designers realized that the Egyptian linen would be perfect for 
shirts, and the hotels were happy to get rid of it. With so much 
quality material to work with, the entrepreneurs soon came up 
with some styles, and they intend to add more to their portfolio 
in the future.

Brave stance: Elephants may be quite a lot larger than crowned 
cranes, but that didn’t stop one of the birds from aggressively 
protecting its nest against a herd of the giant grazing mammals. 
The crane’s bravery was caught on camera in Kenya’s Maasai 
Mara National Reserve. As the elephant approached, the crane 
spread its colourful wings and squawked loudly while moving 
towards the mammal in a menacing manner. The adult moved 
away, and then the crane started badgering a baby elephant, 
which didn’t go over well with the adult. All was well in the end, 
as the elephants wandered off.

Quoteable Quotes
“If the wind will not serve, take to the oars.” —Latin Proverb
“How beautiful, how buoyant, and glad is morning!” —L.E. 
Landon

What’s Happening
Feb 1 to 28-Hypothermic Half Marathon 10K Virtual 
event - participate from any location you choose! Run in 
support of Justsocks.ca - a volunteer operated charity providing 
new socks to those in need across Canada.  w w w .
hypothermichalf.com

Mar 10-Literacy for Life Neighbours Helping Neighbours. 
An online workshop via ZOOM Learn simple ways you can help 
build English skills for your new neighbours through everyday 
conversations and interactions. Contact info@litforlife.ca or call 
403-650-5090 for more info

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. Which mischievous feline appears in Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland?
2. The Rhode Island Red is an American breed of what type of creature?
3. What is the collective term for a group of giraffes?
4. What are the Atacama, Gobi, and Sahara types of?
5. The candy called Life Savers was created in 1912, 1944, or 1952?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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