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Everybody’s Talking
Careful preparation: In many countries, it is illegal to sell and 
cook a poisonous mushroom called the false morel (Gyromitra 
esculenta). However, despite the dangers of consuming this 
mushroom, people in Finland love them. False morels contain 
a toxin that causes illness. But in Finland, there are strict rules 
regarding their preparation, and they are legal to sell. For example, 
cooks must take a series of steps, including rinsing, boiling, and 
draining, after which these steps must be repeated. All this must be 
done in a ventilated room to avoid inhalation of the fumes.

View from above: Sports fans in Poland came up with a novel 
way to watch their favourite event, despite the social distancing 
required during the COVID-19 pandemic. The sport was motorbike 
racing, and the location was the Stadion Zuzlowy in the town of 
Lubin. Only a few spectators were allowed into the stadium, so 
some fans decided to rent construction cranes to watch events. The 
fad started with three cranes at the fi rst race of the season, but it 
was such a popular idea that by the third race, there were 21, each 
holding two to four fans.

Slithering pets: Choosing a pet is usually not diffi cult. People 
usually pick a poodle or a kitten, or even a parrot, as a new family 
member. However, a teenage girl from Purworejo, Central Java, 
Indonesia, keeps six pythons as pets. Chalwa Ismah Kamal has no 
fear of the big snakes as she plays and cuddles with them. She even 
bathes them. Her younger brother likes them, too. The 14-year-old 
received attention for her strange pets after she posted some videos 
on social media, where thousands of people have viewed them. 
Some viewers express concern, but she explains there is nothing to 
fear because her pets are tame.

Rare road: a highway off-ramp runs right through it. The Gate 
Tower Building and its highway ramp were completed in the early 
1990s. The employees working in the building don’t have to worry 
about excess traffi c noise because noise-proof walls and fl oors were 
used in the construction. Plus, the off-ramp doesn’t actually touch 
the building. Visitors to the building will notice that the elevator 
doesn’t stop at fl oors fi ve, six, or seven because these fl oors provide 
the space for the road.

Quoteable Quotes
“One does not discover new lands without consenting to 
lose sight of the shore for a very long time.” —André Gide
“Ability may get you to the top, but it takes character 
to keep you there.” —John Wooden

What’s Happening
Online event posting During the Pandemic, we are happy to 
post your online event in the What’s Happening section of Coffee 
News. Please visit our website at www.coffee-news.ca to submit 
your event.

May 26 to Jun 25-Gift Card Survivor Supports Help a 
Buddy Fund  the CAWS for animals in need. Buy a $20 gift card 
to contribute to the fi nal prize pot, plus lives for $10. Names are 
drawn - those pulled are eliminated  fi nal three names receive gift 
card prizes. helpabuddyfund.org

Aug 14-Ride And Drive For A Cause Charity Meet Please 
register your unique ride and drive, wild exotic, Rat Rod, classic, 
vintage, cool, unique or custom car, custom truck or unique Suv, 
cruiser, or sports bike. To register your rides  drives please visit our 
website www.rdfcause.ca.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. James Watson and Francis Crick are responsible for the structural 
model of what?
2. What does a relief map show using contour lines, shading, and colours?
3. The song “Over the Rainbow” was featured in what classic movie?
4. The skin, hair, and nails are all part of what system?
5. In what hemisphere is the location of the Earth’s only subarctic climate?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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