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Everybody’s Talking
Different ice cream: The ice cream in Turkey isn’t the Western-
style cold, smooth scoop in a cone. Called dondurma (which 
means “freezing” in Turkish), the ice cream in this transcontinental 
country includes the usual milk and sugar, as well as two unique 
ingredients: mastic, a resin from the mastic tree; and salep, 
powdered orchid bulb. The former makes the ice cream stretchy 
and sticky, and the latter is a thickening agent. Dondurma comes 
in lots of fl avours and doesn’t melt as quickly as regular ice cream. 
One type, called Maras dondurma, uses more salep, and diners 
use a knife and fork to eat it.

Tall hedge: In Scotland, a huge hedge is deemed to stand 
higher than any other hedge in the world. Called the Meikleour 
Beech Hedge, it is located about 90 kilometres (56 mi.) north 
of Edinburgh near the village of Meikleour. Standing 30 metres 
(100 ft.) high and stretching for a length of 530 metres (one-third 
mile), this hedge has been growing since 1745. It is quite a sight, 
especially in spring, when light refl ects on its new green leaves, 
and in fall, when it turns to rust and gold. The hedge is trimmed 
about once every 10 years, requiring the efforts of four workers 
over a period of about six weeks using hydraulic lifts and cutters.

Fantastic fl owers: Stress at her job as a civil engineer drove 
Luciana Gonzalez to a new career, one she could not have 
imagined. The Brazilian woman became an artistic confectionery 
master, making art out of food. Her specialty is making sugar 
fl owers, and her creations look so real that viewers can’t believe 
the bouquets are edible. She did not get into her new job because 
of a love of cooking; rather, it was because the Senac Campos 
do Jordão school of gastronomy was nearby, so she took some 
courses. Although only working for a short time in the industry, 
Gonzalez has gained a well-known reputation.

Fine art: Using coloured pencils, Australian artist Shaun 
Mckenzie creates portraits that, when complete, appear to be 
photographs. Known as NeeYellow on social media, Mckenzie 
has great patience, working for an average of 60 to 80 hours on 
each of his pieces. One portrait of Jim Carrey realistically reveals 
the comedian’s iconic grin, while another of actor Rupert Grint, 
who played Ron Weasley in the Harry Potter movies, seems to 
show every strand of his messy red hair. This talented artist likes 
to share some of his tricks on social media, including time-lapse 
videos that show a portrait coming to life.

Quoteable Quotes
“Character consists of what you do on the third 
and fourth tries.” —James A. Michener
“The obstacle is the path.” —Zen proverb

What’s Happening
July 17 to 18-37th ANNUAL Grand North American Old 
Time FIDDLE CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH online on Facebook 
on July 17-18, 2021. Check the Facebook page  -or-  go to www.
wildrosefi ddlers.org for more event details. Next year join us live 
at the Dow Centre in Fort Saskatchewan for this terrifi c weekend 
of music and dance.

Jun 3 to Sep 26-Century Park Market Southside open 
air public farmers market. Open Thursdays from 3:30pm to 
7:30pm.  Phone 780-913-2586 for more information or visit 
www.centuryparkmarket.com

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. Nelson Mandela was once president of what country?
2. What is a bride’s wardrobe (clothing, linens, etc.) called?
3. A round, portable, tent-like dwelling with its origins in central Asia is 
known as what?
4. Okra is a fruit or a vegetable?
5. How many astronauts can the International Space Station accommodate?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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