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Everybody’s Talking
Masked bandit: A home in North Ridgeville, Ohio (U.S.), 
was the site of a masked robbery. The robber was not human, 
and it didn’t steal anything. However, it did make quite a mess. 
The villain was a raccoon, which had somehow found its way 
into the home. The owner realized something was amiss 
after fi nding the mess, and then discovering the source of the 
problem. A raccoon was taking a nap in the dishwasher. Police 
were summoned, and patrolman John Metzo answered the 
call. Metzo managed to get the animal out of the dishwasher 
without hurting it, then encouraged the animal to leave the 
premises. No charges were fi led.

Iron shoes: There are various ways to exercise to stay 
strong and healthy, but a Chinese man decided to take his 
workout one step further, literally. Zhang Enshun, who hails 
from Yulin City in Guangxi province, puts on a pair of “iron 
shoes” and tries to walk. The iron shoes are actually steel 
plates that he straps to his shoes. He started with one plate 
and has progressed to four, which together weigh a total of 
150 kilograms (330 pounds). He tries to gradually increase 
the distance he is able to walk in these shoes, and he practices 
tai chi while doing it. Exercise experts don’t advise trying this 
type of workout without fi rst receiving training from specialists

Garden community: An intriguing landscape design exists in 
Nærum, Denmark, in the northern outskirts of Copenhagen. 
Known as the “round gardens,” they are actually oval-
shaped allotment gardens, laid out between public housing 
and traditional housing. This creation was  designed in 
1948 by renowned landscape architect Soren Carl Theodor 
Marius Sorensen. Still in use today, the gardens consist of 
40 hedge-encircled plots of land measuring approximately 25 
x15 metres (82x49 feet), within which an owner can build a 
cottage and design their own garden plots. The plots do not 
have driveways leading to them, meaning that inhabitants are 
encouraged to walk to their cars, which helps them get to 
know their neighbours in the process.

Pretty in pink: Bruna Carolina Peres, who lives in Brazil’s 
state of Parana, has been nicknamed “Bruna Barbie.” That’s 
because she has opted for a lifestyle with a theme that revolves 
around the well-known Barbie doll. She has become famous 
on the internet for her posts, which show her living in a 
world of pink. Almost everything in her house is a shade of 
pink, including carpets, counters, cupboards, pillows, and 
bedspreads. She has a few black-and-white pieces and a blue 
room designed with the male Ken doll in mind. Her wardrobe 
also is all pink, from jackets to sunglasses and from blouses to 
belts. Images of Bruna Barbie have garnered millions of online 
followers, and she earns money from her videos. Peres, the 
woman behind this media sensation, is a law school graduate.

Quoteable Quotes
“Words are the physicians of a mind diseased.” -Aeschylus
“The older I grow the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that 
age brings wisdom.” -H.L. Mencken
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Trivia
1. What is bonsai?
2. What is a government run by nobility called?
3. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune all have rings—T/F?
4. Who discovered penicillin?
5. What is the most destructive insect in the world?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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