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Everybody’s Talking
Cat walk: Pet kitties are usually of the house cat variety, those furry 
felines that like to purr and cuddle on their owners’ beds. But two 
folks from Penza, Russia, have a different kind of feline companion. 
Maria and Aleksandr Dmitriev heard the news that a newborn cougar 
named Messi, at the Penza zoo, was sick. The couple offered to buy 
the little (at the time) critter, and they took him home. He’s grown to 
be a big cat now, and has had specialized training by a dog trainer. 
Messi knows a number of commands, such as “sit” and “stay,” and 
his owners can take him for a walk using a leash. What a sight that 
would be!

Mango mania: A young woman from Dimbulah, Queensland, 
Australia, wanted to prove that food waste is not necessary. Jessica 
Collins lives on her family’s mango farm. Her chores include getting 
the fruit packed and ready for market, but she hates the fact that 
many mangos are rejected by stores because they aren’t perfect. So 
for a high school project, she dried 1,400 mango seeds, cut them 
in half, and sewed them together to make a ball gown. The whole 
process took over four months. While it’s unlikely that mango-seed 
dresses will catch on as a new fashion, Collins believes her project 
shows that imperfect produce may have alternate uses.

Lucky model: Even if you think your luck is running out, you never 
know what may lie around the next corner. A homeless man in 
Nigeria was defi nitely not out of luck in his life, even though he 
slept under a bridge. Ali Olakunmi was approached by a creative 
director, Afolabi, who was getting ready for a fashion shoot at the 
same bridge. When the model whom Afolabi had hired did not show 
up on time, he asked the sleepy Olakumni if he would mind trying 
on some of the clothes and posing. The young man did so, and the 
rest is history. Now, this newly minted, once-homeless model has his 
own social media account and a management company to help him.

Trail dog: If you don’t have a dog, but would like to go on a hike 
with one, then a visit to the Equinox Golf Resort and Spa is in order. 
Located in Manchester Village, Vermont (U.S.), guests can book 
a “Golden Hike” with a golden retriever named Cooper, for free. 
This friendly pooch is owned by Jay Sheldon, the resort’s general 
manager. Sheldon realized that Cooper makes people happy, so 
the dog is allowed to roam the grounds to visit guests. If they wish, 
guests can attend the weekly Golden Hike, with Cooper in the lead. 
Needless to say, this resort is pet-friendly, and guests are encouraged 
to bring their own pets along for their vacation.

Quoteable Quotes
“The trick for grown-ups is to make the effort to recapture what we 
knew automatically as children.” —Carol Lawrence
“One changes from day to day...every few years one becomes a new 
being.” —George Sand

What’s Happening
Apr 16 - Spring Market Vendors will be a collective of local 
artisans, small businesses, non-profi ts, guest speakers, a kids corner 
with Easter crafts, door prizes and more. Support local! PERC 
Building-5413 51 Street, Stony Plain.

May 19-Career Fair and Training Expo Get in front of hiring 
managers! Network and apply with Employer Exhibitors. Build 
meaningful rapports you need to advance your career in the direction 
that you want. Edmonton Convention Centre. 10 Am - 2 PM

Jul 15 to Jul 17-Edmonton Carnaval Edmonton Carnaval.- It is 
a Latin festival that serves as a platform for local artists and artisan, 
creates spaces of culture and entertainment for the whole family. 
9210 118 Ave. www.edmontoncarnaval.com

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. By elevation, what is the highest capital city in the world?
2. An Appaloosa is what type of animal?
3. What type of crime does an arsonist commit?
. The Macarena is a South American cookie, song, or dance?
5. According to the song he made famous, where was Bruce Springsteen 
born?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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