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Everybody’s Talking
Cowboy hat: An armed thief in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, 
got quite a bit more than he expected while attempting to rob a 
neighbourhood butcher shop. He entered the store, pointing his 
pistol at the clerk. However, distracted by a customer, he turned his 
head in her direction. That was just enough time for a gentleman in 
a cowboy hat to wrestle the robber, who dropped the gun. From the 
back of the store, a butcher ran over, scooped up the gun, and took 
it away. Another butcher helped the man in the cowboy hat keep the 
thief under control. Meanwhile, the clerk had called police, who soon 
arrived and arrested the robber.

Town monument: Someone traveling around Australia might want 
to stop in Gundagai, a small town about halfway between Sydney 
and Melbourne. Located here is a famous pioneer monument called 
“Dog on the Tucker Box.” In Australia, a lunchbox is called a tucker 
box, which the monument depicts. Erected in 1932, the monument 
was inspired by a poem about “Bullocky Bill,” a fi ctional bullock 
driver – one of the men who, in pioneer days, drove wagons pulled 
by oxen. Before railroads, bullock carts hauled building materials, 
food, and supplies to remote areas of the country. Bullocky Bill’s 
team got bogged down at a creek. To make matters worse, his dog 
sat upon his tucker box, amusing the other drivers.

Bear sighting: For a close-up look at wild polar bears, take a trip 
to Churchill, a remote town on Hudson Bay in Manitoba (Canada). 
Known as the Polar Bear Capital of the World, it is on the animals’ 
migration route to hunt for seals. Depending on the season, anywhere 
from 800 to 10,000 bears live in the area. Therefore, town folk must 
stay vigilant. A polar bear patrol program captures errant bears and 
takes them to a holding facility in an old airplane hangar that some 
call Bear Jail, until they are released in a location far away. Tourists 
wanting a glimpse of these magnifi cent creatures can go on guided 
tours in large, high tundra vehicles.

Haystack curiosity: When many people think of haystacks, what 
probably comes to mind is a fi eld full of big piles of hay, or perhaps 
round bales of the stuff piled up in rows. A region in India uses a 
different approach. In Rishikesh, in the northern part of the country 
near the Himalayas, hay left on the ground doesn’t dry very well 
because the area gets so much rain. To lift the hay up from the 
waterlogged ground, the people in this region make their haystacks 
in the branches of trees, letting the hay stay reasonably dry. In 
Rishikesh, it’s common to see mounds of hay way up in the branches 
of trees in villages and fi elds, and along roadways.

Quoteable Quotes
“Things do change, if you let them.” —Patricia MacLachlan
“It is not enough to have a good mind. The main thing is to use it 
well.” —Rene Descartes

What’s Happening
July 1 - Canada Day Parade Canada Day is coming! Local 
businesses and organizations are welcomed to apply for the 2022 
Canada Day Parade. www.cityofgp.com for more info.

May 25 to 29-Grande Prairie Stampede with Bull Riding, 
Cowgirl Barrel Racing, Novice Bareback, Novice Saddle Bronc, 
Saddle Bronc Riding Steer Wrestling, Team Roping, Tie Down 
Roping, Chuckwagon Races etc, Evergreen Park Grande Prairie.

May 8-Devon Arts Market Spring Arts Market. Join the myriad 
of creative souls featuring their hand-made arts, crafts, home decor 
and jewelry.

Noon to 4 pm. Devon Community Centre. 20 Haven St., Devon.
NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at www.coffee-news.ca/whats-
happening
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Trivia
1. Le Mans, the French motor race, lasts how many hours—12, 24, or 36?
2. What is rosacea?
3. Botany is the study of plants or watercraft?
4. Which mammal is considered the world’s slowest moving?
5. Maritime, or admiralty law, pertains to domestic and international issues 
in what area?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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