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Everybody’s Talking
Shoe stealer: A Japanese man has been arrested twice for stealing 
a peculiar kind of treasure: women’s shoes. Tsunehito Isobe of the 
city of Murakami likes to hoard women’s shoes, whether they are 
nurses’ footwear, sandals, or high heels. His recent arrest came after 
the cops found almost 140 pairs of shoes in his home. An offi ce 
building’s surveillance camera caught him in the act, leading to his 
arrest. The last time he’d gotten caught was seven years earlier, 
when he was found with over 200 pairs of shoes that he had stolen, 
mostly from health institutions. However, the culprit didn’t steal 
every pair; sometimes he bought them from used clothing stores.

Exhilarating climb: A huge, smooth, towering rock is part of the 
landscape near the towns of Guatapé and El Peñol in the region 
of Antioquia in Colombia. Situated about 70 kilometres (44 miles) 
east of the city of Medellín, it is called El Peñón de Guatapé or La 
Piedra del Peñol. (Peñón means “rock.”) All around this landform 
are rolling hills, plains, forests, and lakes. It juts up from the land in a 
spectacular fashion, rising 200 metres (656 feet) high. It is possible 
to climb to the top on a wooden staircase constructed in a natural 
fi ssure that runs straight up the side of the rock. The climb may be a 
tad scary, but the views from the top are breathtaking.

Bird friend: People who live in Gommenec’h, in northwestern 
France, don’t bat an eye when they see Xavier Bouget riding his 
bicycle with a pigeon resting happily on his shoulder. That’s because 
the pigeon, named Blanchon, is Bouget’s friend. The unlikely 
relationship started in 2019 when Bouget rescued Blanchon (then 
just a chick) after she fell out of her nest. The retired man used a 
syringe to feed the chick, and as she grew, she stayed with her 
rescuer, even though she is free to fl y away if she wishes. Bouget 
believes that Blanchon trusts him, and that is why she stays around, 
keeping him company as he gardens, cycles, or works in his 
backyard workshop.

Endless books: The architects of a bookstore in Sichuan province 
in southwestern China must have tapped into a love of books when 
designing the interior space. Called Dujiangyan Zhongshuge, this 
store holds more than 80,000 books, but at fi rst glance, visitors 
would think the collection was endless. That is because strategically 
placed mirrors, a black tile fl oor, a spiral staircase, and high archways 
all work together to give the illusion that the stacks of books never 
end. Those wandering the hallowed halls of the place know, of 
course, that mirrors are creating the effect. But even so, identifying 
the spot where the real books end and their refl ections begin can 
be a challenge.

Quoteable Quotes
“Hope is a waking dream.” —Aristotle
“The monuments of wit survive the monuments of power.”
—Francis Bacon

What’s Happening
June 12-Devon Art Market Spring Arts Market. Join the myriad 
of creative souls featuring their hand-made arts, crafts, home decor 
and jewelry. Noon to 4 pm Devon Community Centre. 20 Haven 
St., Devon, AB

June 18-Lemonade Day Northern Alberta Support Lemonade 
Day, Support Your Local Young Entrepreneurs. Lemonade Day is 
June 18, 2022 and Lemonade Day kids in your town are trying 
their hand at running their own business - a Lemonade Stand. 
Registration is Open

lemonadeday.orgnorthern-albertaNON profi t organizations may submit 
events for FREE at www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. Singer Perry Como was awarded the first-ever RIAA Gold Record album in 
1958—T/F?
2. In the U.S., Flag Day is celebrated in May, June, or July?
3. The Overlook Hotel is the setting of what book?
4. The nickname of William Perry, Chicago Bears defensive lineman, was ___?
5. Which time traveler first appeared on BBC TV on November 23, 1963?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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