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Everybody’s Talking
Home for bees: Bees are important to the environment because 
they are pollinators. In China, where the native bee population is 
in danger, a special bee sanctuary exists. It’s in the Shennongjia 
Nature Reserve in the central part of the country, where a steep 
cliff accommodates about 700 wooden boxes that the bees use as 
their hives. Beekeepers tending to the boxes must also use them as 
steps to reach the hives further up. To access the topmost hives, 
the keepers use ropes. The steep cliff is an ideal spot because it is 
inaccessible to bears. The area has diverse fl ora, as well, so the bees 
have many places to forage for pollen.

Tear-down project: Folks in the town of Blumberg, Germany, 
had better be sure to pay their contractor, at least if the contractor 
is someone known as Matija P. While building an apartment block, 
this fellow had run into problems getting the developer to pay for 
his work. Instead of taking the issue to court, Matija P. hopped onto 
a huge excavator and started dismantling the very facade he’d just 
fi nished building! In the process, he damaged about 30 apartments 
that tenants were about to occupy. The contractor stopped his act 
of destruction when the excavator broke down. Later, he turned 
himself in to police. He is likely to be fi ned and will possibly end 
up in jail.

Not a doctor: A teacher at Shude University of Science and 
Technology in Taiwan is not just a good teacher, he’s good at 
drawing, too. Zhong Quanbin uses chalk and a ruler to produce 
amazingly detailed blackboard drawings of parts of the body: eyes, 
skeletons, muscles, and more. Although not a doctor, nor even 
interested in becoming one, Zhong Quanbin’s skill in art brought 
him so much attention that he was hired at the university to teach 
medical students how to draw anatomically correct body parts from 
different angles. The name of the course he teaches is “Anatomy 
Illustrations and Drawing Skills.”

Exam fraud: Those who want to graduate from high school need 
to write their own exams. A young couple in Diourbel, Senegal, 
learned this the hard way. Khadim Mboup dressed up as a woman 
and attempted to write high school graduation exams on behalf of 
his girlfriend, Gangué Dioum. Mboup wore a dress, wig, scarf, and 
earrings, and he put on makeup, too. Unfortunately for the couple, 
an exam supervisor became suspicious and called the police. Mboup 
had no choice but to confess to his actions, explaining that he did it 
to help Dioum, who isn’t fl uent in English. The couple may now be 
barred from taking the exam for fi ve years.

Quoteable Quotes
“Life is the game that must be played.” —Edwin Arlington 
Robinson
“Justice is a machine that, when someone has once given 
it the starting push, rolls on of itself.” —John Galsworthy

What’s Happening
Jul 22 to 24-Grove Rotary Ribfest Free to attend and fun for 
the whole family.  BBQ ribs, food trucks, live music, family fair, 
car show, skateboard, scooter  BMX competitions Central Park on 
King St. in Spruce Grove.  Fri 3 PM - 10 PM, Sat  Sun 10 AM - 10 
PM.  www.sgribfest.com

Aug 14-Spruce Grove Public Market Come join us at the Spruce 
Grove Public Market taking place on August 14th at the Pioneer 
Centre on Jespersen Avenue from 11am - 4pm.  We will have free 
activities for the kids, food trucks, music and entertainment...and of 
course vendors galore.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. Which U.S. National Park was designated first—Yellowstone, Glacier, 
or Acadia?
2. On the periodic table, this element has the symbol Au.
3. For what city’s team did Hank Aaron first play Major League Baseball?
4. Sherlock Holmes lived at this address
5. Who designed the glass pyramid outside of the Louvre Museum in Paris?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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