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Everybody’s Talking
Great big worm: Most people have seen a robin plucking an 
earthworm from the ground. Those worms are not usually very 
long. But there is a region in Australia where the earthworms are 
so big that a robin would have diffi culty catching one for dinner. 
Called Giant Gippsland Earthworms, these squiggly creatures are 
now found only around south and west Gippsland, in the state 
of Victoria. They can grow to be as long as two meters (6.6 ft.) 
in length. They are elusive, living in underground burrows, only 
appearing on the surface during times of heavy rain. It is thought 
that these worms live to be 10 to even 20 years old.

Narrow city: Yanjin, in China’s Yunnan Province, sits along 
both sides of the Nanxi River. What’s spectacular about this city 
is its narrowness. On both sides of the Nanxi are rocky cliffs that 
drop to the water, with steep mountains behind, leaving very little 
land upon which to build. However, structures have been erected; 
many are numerous stories high. These buildings commonly have 
stilts at their bases to protect them from rising river waters. The 
city is only 30 meters (98 ft.) at its narrowest point, and about 
300 meters (985 ft.) at the widest part. Only one main road goes 
along the river on either side; the city stretches alongside for many 
kilometers, but with few bridges.

Real-life hermit: A Serbian man named Panta Petrovic got tired 
of living a normal life in the city, where money was king and 
material possessions were important. So, over 15 years ago, he 
retreated from city life and started living as a hermit. For part of 
the year, he lives in a hidden cave, and for the other part, he stays 
in a tree house. Petrovic lives simply, sleeping on the ground and 
bathing in the river. He shares his life with many pets, including 
dogs, cats, and ducks, and he even has a wild boar named Mara 
whom he acquired as a piglet. He is well known in the area, and 
local folk occasionally come to visit, bringing food for the animals.

Spidermania: People who love tattoos have lots of options for 
designs: fl owers, birds, celebrity faces, skulls, and crossbones. The 
choices are endless. But Jesse Garcia, a tattoo artist in Los Angeles, 
California (U.S.), specializes in inking black widow spiders onto 
his clients’ skin. These tattoo spiders are extremely realistic, have 
a 3D element to them, and look like they are actually sitting on 
the person’s arm, shoulder, or leg. On many of his designs, Garcia 
will add a web as well. It may not be for everyone, especially those 
who are afraid of spiders. But for those who want an attention-
getting tattoo, Garcia’s studio may be the place to consider.

Quoteable Quotes
“Step by step the ladder is ascended.” —George Herbert
“Oh, it’s nice to get up in the mornin’,
But it’s nicer to lie in bed.” —Sir Harry Lauder

What’s Happening
Jul 22 to 24-Sherwood Park Highland Gathering We are 
an annual Celtic festival in Sherwood Park at Broadmoor Lake 
and Sports Fields. Come and enjoy the pipes, dancing and athletic 
games. Kid Zone, Art Walk, vendors, agility dogs, beer garden, 
family Ceilidh. Free admission. For more info www.sphg.ca

Aug 27 to Aug 28 - Wholly Handmade Come support over 
120 local handmade artisans and crafters. Strathcona County 
Community Centre. 401 Festival Lane. 10 am to 5 pm Saturday 
and 11 am to 4 pm Sunday. FREE Admission.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. In military lingo, what does the acronym MASH stand for?
2. The hottest planet in our solar system is Venus, Jupiter, or Neptune?
3. May Day is celebrated on what day?
4. This is the longest golf club in a golf set.
5. The state flower of Wisconsin (U.S.) is the wood violet, daisy, or 
buttercup?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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