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Everybody’s Talking
Pebbly pictures: Combing the beach for colourful, oddly shaped 
stones is always fun. For Justin Bateman, an English artist, the 
stones come in handy for his creations: mosaic pictures that he 
puts together right on the beach. He uses stones of all shapes, 
sizes, and colours to reproduce such masterpieces as “Mona 
Lisa” and “Girl With a Pearl Earring.” His work is eye-catching, 
but viewers have to be quick because the pieces don’t last long in 
their rugged, natural environment. Bateman can spend from one 
or two days to several weeks completing one of his stone works 
of art. He currently resides in Thailand; his artwork can be seen 
on beaches and surrounding areas.

Tunnel road: Guoliang is a remote village located high in the 
Taihang Mountains in China’s Henan Province. People in the 
village had been quite isolated until the 1970s, when they decided 
to hand-dig a tunnel so cars could come and go from the scenic 
location. Using hammers and chisels, they succeeded in building 
a tunnel that is 1.2 kilometres (0.75 mi.) in length. The task took 
fi ve years to accomplish and was completed in 1977. Before the 
tunnel’s construction, the only way in and out of Guoliang was 
via the “Sky Ladder,” a diffi cult climb up the mountain. Today, 
the tunnel is a tourist attraction, and the villagers are enjoying a 
more robust economy.

Unique pizza oven: Those wanting to enjoy a unique pizza 
might want to head to the Pacaya Volcano in Guatemala, where 
Chef Mario David García Mansilla uses lava from the active 
volcano to cook his gourmet pizzas. His restaurant is called Pizza 
Pacaya, and it moves according to where cooling lava can be 
found. The lava forms a kind of cave as it cools, creating a sort 
of oven where the chef can bake his pies. He also cooks the 
pizza directly on top of molten rocks. In either case, he wears 
protective gear while at work. Patrons can make a reservation 
for their slice of volcano-cooked pizza. Mansilla got the idea for 
his restaurant when he saw tourists roasting marshmallows over 
lava.

Two heads: The diamondback terrapin turtle is a threatened 
species in the United States, so researchers were excited when a 
two-headed specimen was born. Now in the care of the Birdsey 
Cape Wildlife Center in Massachusetts, the turtle is doing well. 
It has six legs instead of the usual four, along with two heads 
that move in and out of the shell independently. A barium test 
revealed that each head has its own gastrointestinal system, and 
scientists are looking for ways to learn more about this interesting 
creature. The turtle is growing well, with the heads seeming to 
work together to swim and fi nd food.

Quoteable Quotes
“Resolve never to quit, never to give up, no matter 
what the situation.” —Jack Nicklaus
“Long after an experience...it is seen quite differently.” —Doris 
Lessing

What’s Happening
Aug 24-Open House, 10 AM to 3 PM Enjoy demos for 
pickleball, fi tness, art, music, and more! Free BBQ lunch, play 
Bingo, Spin-the-wheel, and win prizes! Learn about our quality 
programming for adults 55 at www.centrallions.org. 11113 113 
Street. 780-496-7369.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. What is the only even prime number?
2. The Argentine flag has these two colours and this celestial body.
3. Who wrote the novel Breakfast at Tiffany’s?
4. What shape depicts psychologist Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs?
5. What Mexican holiday originally celebrated the Battle of Puebla in 
1862?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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