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Everybody’s Talking
Swinging crane: Coming and going from Minami-daitojima 
Island (also known as Daito Island) is an experience like no 
other. This island in Japan’s Okinawa archipelago has raised 
coral reefs on all sides, so docking a boat is not possible. Boats 
can moor about four to six metres (13-20 ft.) from the shore, 
and then a crane’s cage swings people to land. Some travelers 
think this is fun, while others think it’s scary. On nice days, 
the crane company loads people into a roofl ess cage, and an 
enclosed cage is used in the rain. There is one other way to get 
there, people can hop aboard one of two daily fl ights that land 
on the island.

Up, up, and away: It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s neither of these 
things! Rather, it is a sky full of hundreds of balloons! That is 
what locals and visitors alike get to see in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico (U.S.), during the Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta each October. In a single launch, over 500 balloons of all 
shapes, colours, and sizes adorn the sky, which is breathtaking 
for those watching from below. The event lasts for nine days. 
In addition to balloon launches, spectators can see chainsaw 
carving contests, skydiving performances, fi reworks, and lots of 
musical entertainment.

Emerald green: At the mouth of China’s Yangtze River, on the 
island of Gouqi in the Shengsi archipelago, is a fi shing village that 
looks beautiful but is actually deserted. Lush, green vegetation 
grows over the buildings. Tourists can now visit abandoned 
hamlets on Gouqi, such as Houtou Wan Village, a stunningly 
preserved, moss-covered ghost town. While other islands in 
the archipelago boast a thriving and diversifi ed industry, this 
village has been left in nature’s care. With vines blanketing the 
structures, streets, and steps, Houtou Wan Village is a beautiful 
green, just like the surrounding hillside.

Prized burger: What a list of ingredients! A Dom Perignon 
champagne bun with gold leaf, Japanese A5 Wagyu beef, 
smoked duck egg mayo, white truffl e, king crab, and beluga 
caviar are just a few of the delicacies found in what has been 
dubbed the world’s most expensive burger. Called the Golden 
Boy and made by Robbert Jan de Veen of the Dutch restaurant 
De Daltons, this decadent burger sold for almost 5,000 Euro. 
Jan de Veen wasn’t greedy in his quest: he donated the proceeds 
to charity. His restaurant, located in the town of Voorthuizen, 
Netherlands, is ready and willing to make more burgers in the 
hopes of attracting wealthy burger connoisseurs.

Quoteable Quotes
“Character is the architecture of the being.”—Louise Nevelson
“In the confrontation between the stream and the rock, 
the stream always wins—not through strength 
but by perseverance.” —H. Jackson Brown

What’s Happening
Sep 2 to 3 - Feast at the Beach Join us Labour Day 
Weekend on award winning Kinosoo Beach for our ultimate, 
FREE, 2 day Food Truck  Music Festival - Feast at the Beach. 
This is an all ages event with something for everyone! 780 594-
4747. feastatthebeach@gmail.com

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. Mount St. Helens’ most destructive, 20th-century eruption was when?
2. “Cannonball” Adderley is best known for playing what instrument?
3. Who led China during the Cultural Revolution?
4. In science, what does LED stand for?
5. Which U.S. Constitutional Amendment includes the right to a speedy, 
public trial?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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