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Everybody’s Talking
Star-shaped sand: A particular beach in Japan looks like any 
other beach in the country, but this one is special to those who 
look closely at the sand. The beach is called Hoshizuna-no-Hama, 
which means “Sand in the Shape of a Star.” That is exactly the 
situation in this little slice of paradise, located on Iriomote, an 
island in Okinawa prefecture. The fi ve- or six-point grains are not 
really sand; they are the exoskeletons of a small organism that 
once lived on the ocean fl oor. Ocean currents bring these tiny 
bits of shell ashore, mixing them with the “normal” sand on the 
beach.

Leaning tree: A tall tree native to New Caledonia in the South 
Pacifi c is called the Cook pine (Araucaria columnaris). Due to 
cultivation, these trees grow in other temperate areas of the world. 
An interesting phenomenon is associated with them: the trees 
north of the equator lean south, and those south of the equator 
lean north. Not only that, but the farther away from the equator 
they are, the more acute the angle. Trees that lean usually do so 
because of environmental factors, such as wind or light availability. 
But this is not the case with Cook pines. Scientists have not been 
able to explain why Cook pines exhibit this distinctive peculiarity.

Mountain lake: The deepest lake in the United States is Crater 
Lake, located in Crater Lake National Park in the state of Oregon. 
This body of water is interesting because at one time, it was the 
top of the volcanic Mount Mazama. About 7,700 years ago, the 
volcano erupted and the mountain collapsed inward, forming a 
lake that is 1,943 feet (592 metres) deep. The clear and deep 
blue water has accumulated through centuries of snow and rain, 
attracting visitors to view its beauty during all seasons. Crater 
Lake rarely freezes over, even during the cold and snowy Oregon 
winters. In the lake sits Wizard Island, which grew from numerous 
volcanic eruptions over the centuries.

Grassy hill: Icelandic artist Olof Nordal had a unique vision for 
a work of art. He designed and built a dome-shaped hill known 
as Thufa. The grass-covered hill has been sitting near the old 
hharbour in Iceland’s capital city of Reykjavik since 2013. Thufa 
is made of over 4,000 tonnes of gravel and stands about eight 
metres (26 feet) high. The artist paid tribute to the history of the 
country by placing an Icelandic fi shing hut on top. This type of hut 
is important to the country’s tradition of hanging salted fi sh to dry. 
Visitors can walk a spiral path to the top, and from there they can 
admire views of both the city and fjords.

Quoteable Quotes
“Honesty... makes me feel powerful in a diffi cult world.” —Cher
“Do you know what my favourite part of the game is? 
The opportunity to play.” —Mike Singletary

What’s Happening
Sept 5 - Sheep Leaving Parade It is that bittersweet time of 
year  the trees change colour and our beloved turf-trimming sheep 
prepare for their journey home. Join us at the Sheep Leaving 
Parade to bid our woolly friends farewell. 11:30 - 1 PM 10006 
100 Avenue. Fort Saskatchewan

Aug 27 to Aug 28 - Wholly Handmade Come support over 
120 local handmade artisans and crafters. Strathcona County 
Community Centre. 401 Festival Lane. 10 am to 5 pm Saturday 
and 11 am to 4 pm Sunday. FREE Admission.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. In the TV show All in the Family, what is Archie Bunker’s daughter’s 
name?
2. Baby bats are called _______.
3. How many watts are in a kilowatt?
4. Does the warp or the weft run lengthwise (vertically) in a loom?
5. Who composed the 1962 piano tune “Alley Cat”?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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