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Everybody’s Talking
Ghost busters: In China, if a house is deemed “haunted,” 
real estate agents have a tough job trying to sell the property 
to new owners. To provide proof that ghosts do not live in the 
home, agents can pay a haunted house tester ¥1,440 to stay in 
the place for 24 hours. These freelancers will travel around the 
country to test a home, sometimes setting up video calls with 
potential owners to show them that the place is ghost-free. The 
testers get paid for their efforts, but the work is not steady. One 
retired man who provides the service explained that the job is a 
good way to make extra income outside of a day job.

Sitting and talking: What better way to end the day than to 
sit and visit with neighbours? People in the southern Spain town 
of Algar have been doing that for centuries. After a hot day of 
working in the fi elds, an enduring custom is to pull chairs to the 
street, and sit and chat with anyone who joins the group. To try 
to maintain the custom in the face of social media, town mayor 
José Carlos Sánchez applied to the United Nations to recognize 
the tradition as an intangible cultural heritage. Sánchez did this 
to encourage people to socialize together rather than focus on 
their devices. Whether the U.N. will recognize the tradition is 
not yet determined.

Optical illusion: South African land artist and sculptor 
Strijdom van der Merwe created an installation called “Staircase 
to Heaven.” If a viewer stands in front of it, the structure made 
of steel tubing appears to live up to its name as a stairway that 
ascends far up into the sky. However, the piece is actually an 
optical illusion. In reality, the 4.5-metre (14.8-ft.) high structure 
is a fl at, vertical ladder, which is obvious when viewing the 
“staircase” from the side. Van der Merwe’s original work is at 
Creation Farm in South Africa’s Hemel and Aarde Valley; the 
sculptor worked with Taiwanese artist Chou Sheng-hsien to 
create a near-replica for the 2021 Nanhui Art Project in Taiwan.

Puzzle solver: Solving a Rubik’s cube is one thing, but solving 
the diffi cult puzzle 300 times while riding a unicycle is quite 
another. That’s what Jesse Bradford of Brooks, Alberta (Canada), 
did, and he earned a Guinness World Record in 2021 for the 
accomplishment. His parents helped the teenager practice 
because they were sure he had the ability to break the previous 
record. Caleb McEvoy had set that one in 2018 by solving 250 
Rubik’s cubes while on a unicycle. Bradford achieved the new 
record while riding laps in a recreation centre and having six 
volunteers witness his feat. He’d only learned to ride a unicycle 
in 2020.

Quoteable Quotes
“Just go out there and do what you have to do.” —Martina 
Navratilova
“I don’t have all the answers—I don’t even have 
all the questions yet.” —Nancy Ziegenmeyer

What’s Happening
Oct 14 - Amy Bishop and the Hopeless Sinners Hailing 
from Calgary, Amy began her music career around campfi res, at 
block parties and in church choir. www.amybishop.ca. Pembina 
Stage. Tickets available at www.ticketpro.ca

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca/whats-happening
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Trivia
1. _______ Desert is a plain in Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa.
2. Who sang the theme song for Skyfall, the James Bond movie?
3. What is the fear of the number 13 called?
4. The moon’s diameter is wider than Australia’s east-west width—T/F?
5. Where might the number four be considered unlucky?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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