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Everybody’s Talking
Old mine: A spooky but intriguing place can be found in an 
isolated part of northeast Ireland. It is the remains of the once-active 
Benbulben Barite mine, which was in operation from the late 1800s 
to 1979. Barite (which also is called baryte) is a mineral that has 
many uses in a number of industries, such as aggregate in cement 
and as an aid in taking gastrointestinal x-rays. Today, the mine’s 
buildings are gone, but many pylons, wire ropes, and wooden planks 
remain on the site. The mine is dangerous and is on private property, 
so anyone who wishes to visit needs to obtain permission from the 
owner.

Colourful addition: Gardeners wanting to spruce up their fl ower 
beds with some startling colours might want to look into Brassica 
oleracea, ornamental cabbage and kale. That’s right, these vegetables 
are not just for eating. The most common colours for these plants are 
purple, white, and pink, and all three might be layered throughout 
the leaves in one cabbage or kale plant. The leaves of ornamental 
cabbage are fl at, while in the ornamental kale they are frilly or 
ruffl ed. They are good plants to grow in cooler areas because they 
can survive temperatures well below freezing.

Wild race: A mountain biking race like no other has been taking 
place in France each year since 1995. It’s called “Megavalanche” 
and requires contestants to race 2,600 metres (8,530 feet) down a 
glacier called Pic Blanc. What makes this race stand out is the mass 
start: about 2,000 riders all begin at the same time at the top, racing 
down, virtually out of control, at speeds of up to 120 kph (75 mph). 
The route is slushy and at some points riders actually have to touch 
their feet to the ground to keep from falling. All the while, helicopters 
are buzzing overhead and loud music plays, adding to the electric 
atmosphere.

Name calling: What’s in a name? In the case of a young Indonesian 
boy from South Sumatra, it’s his father’s penchant for crossword 
puzzles and his love of the English alphabet. That’s why the father, 
Zulfahmi, decided on “ABCDEF GHIJK” as a name for his son. As 
the child grew and started school, his friends laughed at him, but 
today he actually likes his unusual name. Day to day, he is known 
by the nickname “Adef.” Luckily for Adef’s two younger brothers, 
someone in the family must have objected: they are named Ammar 
and Attar, but Zulfahmi reportedly had wanted to name them “NOPQ 
RSTUV” and “XYZ.”

Quoteable Quotes
“Conscience is the inner voice that warns us somebody 
may be looking.” —H.L. Mencken
“So absolutely good is truth, truth never hurts the teller.” —Robert 
Browning

What’s Happening
Nov 26 - Festival of Trees Christmas Cabaret. Doors open 5:30. 
Dinner 6:30. Live Auction, 5050, Dueling Pianos. Contact Amy at 
780-674-2216 X 250 for more info

Nov 25 - The Giving Tree Help make a difference. Stop by the 
Morinville Community Cultural Centre and select an envelope from 
our giving tree that will provide you with the information you need to 
purchase a gift for an individual. 9 AM to 4 PM. 9502 100 Avenue

Dec 2 - Christmas Farmers Market 3pm-9pm, Ag-Complex. 
1400 5 Ave, Beaverlodge

Dec 16 to 17 - Last Minute Wrap Up Market A Christmas 
Sip and Shop. Friday: 2pm-8pm, Saturday: 1am-6pm, Elk’s Hall, 
10806-106 St Grande Prairie

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. What does the Oort Cloud surround?
2. Who was the first woman to be chancellor of Germany?
3. The Egyptian Sphinx body was based on an elephant, lion, or 
scorpion?
4. Where are the Spanish Steps?
5. Mathematician William Oughtred designed this in 1632.

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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