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Everybody’s Talking
Abandoned hotel: Imagine heading to the beach but, 
instead of fi nding luxury hotels lining the shore, a derelict 
old mansion is sitting right in the water. That is what greets 
visitors to Playa La Puntilla in Costa del Sol, El Salvador, 
when they saunter down to the water’s edge. There are 
theories about why the pillared, but wrecked, building is 
there. Some say that it once was a villa called Hotel Puerto 
Ventura. However, about three decades ago, a hurricane, 
or perhaps simply poor design, caused the building to shift 
from its foundation and drift toward the sea. Whatever the 
reason, the structure sits there as a testament to the past.

Feel good story: A coffee shop in Staten Island, New 
York (U.S.), knows how to go above and beyond the call of 
duty, without regard to the social status of their patrons. A 
customer, Janessa Rubino, reported standing in line at the 
counter when a homeless man came in with a half-gallon 
jug. He asked the server for water, and the server said to 
help himself from the cooler. The man then asked if he could 
also have a meal, as he was hungry. The server obliged and 
took his order. Amazed by the generosity, Rubino offered to 
pay, but the server said not to worry: they give him a meal 
whenever he comes in hungry.

Living with little: Who needs all the stuff that’s available 
for purchase in today’s society? A woman from Nanjing, 
Jiangsu, China, doesn’t need much at all, and she’s proved 
it by being extremely frugal. Wang Shenai, a married 
mother of two, was able to save about 90 percent of her 
salary each month by watching her spending. The family 
eats in and doesn’t dine at expensive restaurants, and the 
mom only wears second-hand clothing. By saving, she was 
able to buy two houses. She is a member of a group called 
Frugal Women’s Federation. Growing up poor, she learned 
to do with less, and continues that lifestyle today.

Baby bird: Alesh and Janja of Koper, Slovenia, are the 
proud parents of…a sparrow! A friend of theirs found the 
baby bird on the ground and called them for help. The 
young couple decided to care for the tiny chick, feeding it 
frequently and providing it with a comfortable cage. They 
named the little bird “Chibi.” As it grew and learned how 
to fl y, they let it take fl ight around their apartment. When 
the couple tried to release Chibi, the sparrow took off for 
a while, then came back to rest on their shoulders. So they 
let it stay, but they always check to be sure the door to its 
cage stays open.

Quoteable Quotes
“What nature delivers to us is never stale. Because what 
nature creates has eternity in it.” —Isaac Bashevis Singer
“You’re either part of the solution or part of the problem.”
—Eldridge Cleaver
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Trivia
1. Suriname is on what continent?
2. Lexiko was an early name for this popular board game.
3. What is the official language in Mozambique?
4. Who wrote “The Birds,” on which the Alfred Hitchcock film was 
based?
5. What does the TORRO scale measure?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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