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Everybody’s Talking
Lonely house: On a rocky outcrop high in the mountains in Italy, a 
structure has become known as “the world’s loneliest house.” Called 
Buffa di Perrero, it is in the Dolomite Mountains on Monte Cristallo. 
The brick dwelling, with windows, two doors, and a slanted roof, is 
embedded on a ledge nearly 3,000 metres (over 9,000 feet) above 
sea level. Italian soldiers are thought to have built the house during 
World War I as a place to hide and rest. To reach it, visitors must 
travel on the Via Ferrata Ivano Dibona (“iron path”), which consists 
of steel ladders and cables. For the original builders, getting materials 
up the mountain would have been quite a feat.

Cow virtual reality: Virtual reality (VR) headsets aren’t just 
for people to use to experience simulated scenes. Cows can use 
them, too! Izzet Kocak, a farmer from Aksaray, Turkey, wanted 
to encourage his cows to produce more milk in the winter, when 
they are cooped up in a barn. He used technology developed by 
veterinarians that fi ts VR headsets to the animals and plays scenes of 
green pastures. A study conducted on this unique idea showed that 
the cows grew calmer and less stressed. Kocak tested the devices 
with two cows in his herd and found that with the VR goggles they 
did, indeed, produce more milk.

Dancing driver: A bus driver in Orlando, Florida (U.S.), knows 
how to bring joy to one little girl. Mom Brette-Ashley Schmitt of 
Rochester, New York, was on vacation with her family, including 
her young daughter Emerson. As their bus arrived at their stop, 
Emerson’s favourite song, Taylor Swift’s “Shake if Off,” was playing 
through the public address system. Excitedly, she told the driver she 
loved the song and started dancing. Despite what was probably a 
busy schedule, the driver chose to enjoy the moment; he turned up 
the volume and started dancing in his seat, smiling and laughing 
along with Emerson. Schmitt was thankful to the driver for taking the 
extra time to make her daughter smile.

Fingerprint island: Baljenac (or Bavljenac) Island is a fi ngertip-
shaped island in the Adriatic Sea off Croatia’s coast. The island also 
looks like a fi ngerprint when viewed from above. That’s because 
this 0.14-square-kilometre (0.09-square-mile) island has over 23 
kilometres (14 miles) of waist-high walls made of piled-up rocks. From 
the air, the long rows of walls look like the labyrinth of ridges on a 
fi ngerprint. The walls protect crops from the high winds common in 
the area. No one lives on the island, and farmers come from Kaprije, 
another island nearby, to plant the crops. Most likely, the walls have 
been there since at least the 19th century.

Quoteable Quotes
“Every right is married to a duty; every freedom owes a corresponding 
responsibility.” —Russell Kirk
“I’d rather regret the risks that didn’t work out than the 
chances I didn’t take at all.” —Simone Biles

What’s Happening
Dec 1 to 31 - Youth Drop In Free drop in at the Salvation Army 
Community Centre 165 Liberton Dr. from 2:30-5:30pm every 
Tuesday is basketball and Thursday is hangouts

Jan 30 - Will’s Jams This prodigy will give you a morning of 
pure fulfi llment with his witty wordplay and sing-along chorusesthe 
perfect kick-start to the day. Horizon Stage 10am, more info at 
www.horizonstage.com

Jan 25 - Beppie Come join Beppie at 10:30am play for kids of all 
ages at the City Arts Space 105 - 125 Carleton Dr. Her multi-genre 
family music is modern, fun, innovative, and pushes the boundaries 
of childrens music to appeal to all ages.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. Who wrote the Pink Panther theme?
2. Who paddled the Kon Tiki?
3. The Le Mans car race was first run in 1923, 1934, or 1950?
4. Which elephant has larger ears—African or Asian?
5. Who is the Scottish author of Treasure Island?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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