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Everybody’s Talking
Fun houses: Parents who want to impress their kids with a 
playhouse that will tickle their imaginations need only call a 
company in Lethbridge, Alberta (Canada). The brainchild of Tyson 
Leavitt, Charmed Playhouses produces custom-made structures that 
can cost anywhere from a few thousand dollars to several hundred 
thousand. One might resemble a castle, while another might look 
like a cabin in the woods. They even make “Harry Potter” and 
“Star Wars” structures. But whatever form they take, the attention 
to detail is amazing, from windows to furnishings to interior design 
details. The Charmed Playhouse team builds the structure, takes it 
apart to move it to the buyer’s location, then puts it back together.

Pet problem: When Wyverne Flatt got his beloved potbellied pig 
Ellie in 2018 when she was quite small, as an emotional support 
animal, he was living in the U.S. state of South Carolina. But 
when he moved to the town of Canajoharie, New York, he ran 
into trouble. Offi cials in that area consider Ellie a farm animal, and 
keeping her in the town is illegal. But Flatt refused to give up his 
110-pound (50-kilogram) ovine companion, whom he claims is 
affectionate, smart, and clean. The pet owner, who also has two 
dogs and a cat, is willing to go to court in an attempt to keep Ellie 
as part of his household.

False alarm: A concerned driver spotted something that caused 
her great worry. She thought she saw a swan caught on a fence 
in the fl ooded River Stour, in County Dorset, England. The animal 
lover called the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (RSPCA), which immediately sent help. As Offi cer Graham 
Hammond prepared to summon a rescue team, he found a closer 
vantage point to check out the swan’s predicament. Luckily, he was 
able to cancel the team before they started on their way because 
he discovered that the trapped feathered friend was actually a white 
plastic lawn chair. In its topsy-turvy position in the water, it did 
indeed resemble a swan.

Balcony living: People have been known to live in vans or motor 
homes or lean-to huts, but how about paying rent to live in a tent 
on the balcony of someone’s apartment? That is what a woman is 
advertising in Zurich, Switzerland. Places to live in this city are scarce 
and expensive, so the apartment dweller decided to try subsidizing 
her rent while providing “living space” for someone in need. The 
lucky candidate will receive a two-person, waterproof tent, with 
bedding, and will have access to the kitchen, bathroom, and living 
room of the apartment. Her advertised rate for the opportunity is 
500 Swiss francs per month. The unusual idea apparently is legal 
in the city.

Quoteable Quotes
“Every exit is an entry somewhere else.” —Tom Stoppard
“If you keep going with a defi nite purpose, you will fi nd the way and 
reach the destination.” —Debasish Mridha

What’s Happening
Now-Feb 2023 - Strathma Saturdays Join people of all ages 
for Strathma Saturdays from 10:30am-3:30pm for free activities 
and connection. Visit www.strathma.ca for all info

Jan 28 - Swimming and Snowfl akes Come down and embrace 
the chilly weather at the Bioclean aquatic Center. The pool will be 
transformed into a winter wonderland with decorations,DJ, lights, 
free hot chocolate and more! For more info call 780-875-4497

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. What is a group of islands called?
2. Who was Gerardus Mercator?
3. What colour tongues do Chow Chows and Shar-Peis have?
4. What is the acronym for the colours of the rainbow?
5. Who was the first U.S. president to hold a live TV press conference?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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