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Everybody’s Talking
Big tater: A couple from a farm near Hamilton, on New Zealand’s 
North Island, unearthed a potato they named “Doug.” While weeding 
their garden, Colin Craig-Brown and his wife Donna discovered the 
gigantic tater. All lumps and bumps, it weighed 7.9 kilograms (17.4 
pounds). The pair had to use a pitchfork to excavate the enormous 
vegetable. At fi rst, they didn’t know what they’d uncovered. They 
only use ordinary fertilizers to help their garden, and so they were 
bewildered by the size of the potato. The couple is talking to the 
folks at Guinness World Record to see if their potato could beat the 
current 4.9-kilogram record holder

All the same: People all around the globe are familiar with the 
experience of attempting to cut a cake, pie, or pizza into equal 
portions so that all diners receive the same amount. Getting the 
slices to be the same size is hard. Students from Kundong High 
School in the Oita Prefecture of Japan have found a way to do it. 
They designed an award-winning device that fi gures out the angle 
the cut needs to be, based on the number of slices necessary to 
feed the party of eaters. The student group called their device, “Get 
Along Well With Everyone.” It uses a laser beam to direct the server 
where to make the cuts to obtain equal-sized pieces.

Underground swim: If visitors know where to look, they can 
enjoy a soak, sauna, and swim in a charming but hidden public 
bathhouse in Stockholm, Sweden. Called Storkyrkobadet, the 
bathhouse is located in the basement of a building dating back 
to the 1700s. Once used as a convent, the building later became 
a primary school. The area that is now the bathhouse has been 
used in the past as a wine cellar and for coal storage, with a pool 
added later, along with sauna, showers, and lockers. The route to 
Storkyrkobadet involves a narrow, cobblestone street, but visitors 
are rewarded with the piece of history, along with a relaxing swim.

Small quarters: Travelers who need a place to stay while visiting 
Colorado (U.S.), and don’t mind a spot without much fl oor space, 
could stop in the town of Lyons and check out the WeeCasa 
Tiny House Resorts. There, guests can choose to rent one of 23 
reasonably priced “tiny houses,” each with a different theme. For 
example, the Gnome Home, which was designed after a Hobbit 
home in Lord of the Rings, has a front door in the shape of a circle. 
The houses are not all the same size or shape. Some are really tiny 
at 170 square feet (15.8 square metres), while a larger one is 418 
square feet (38.8 square metres). The company also has locations 
in Tennessee and South Dakota, and plans more tiny house resorts 
soon.

Quoteable Quotes
“Experience is not what happens to you. It is what you do with 
what happens to you.” —Aldous Huxley
“Everyone talks about age, but it’s not about age. It’s about work 
ethic. Winning never gets old.” —Lisa Leslie

What’s Happening
Until Feb 28 - Free Skating Come down to the ICE District 
Plaza at 10360 102 St to take part in outdoor skating from 10am-
10pm daily. Rink availability depends on weather and schedule of 
other events. Visit icedistrict.comskating for more details.

Jan 24 - 29 - Ice on Whyte Chiseled Join in on the 19th 
annual Ice on Whyte event. Teams will have 34 hours to complete 
their sculpture then you can view and vote for your favorite. Please 
visit www.iceonwhyte.ca for all information.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. What British Isles language is widely spoken in Chubut, Argentina?
2. Robert Peary is known for exploring the North or South Pole?
3. ___________is the science of human societies and culture.
4. What was Elvis Presley’s first released single?
5. Who wrote the novel Anne of Green Gables?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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