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Everybody’s Talking
Hanging loose: A sloth found itself in a little bit of trouble when it 
made its way up an electrical pole in Taraza, a town in northwestern 
Colombia. Perhaps disoriented, it swung itself out onto live wires. 
Town locals noticed the animal’s predicament and worried for 
the animal’s safety. They called electrical workers to come to the 
rescue. The Empresas Publicas de Medellin public safety workers 
were extremely careful with their attempts to get the sloth to safety, 
an operation that took about 20 minutes. Everyone witnessing the 
event was pleased to know that the animal was released back into 
the wild, where it could fi nd plenty of safer “wires” to crawl around 
and hang on.

Good food: On the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico, food stalls 
called chinchorros are part of the local economy. These ubiquitous 
stands serve all kinds of fare, ranging from bowls of rice and peas, 
to skewers of beef, to decadent fritters and croquetas de jamón y 
queso (ham, cheese, and potato croquettes). The food stalls are 
not fancy, but they attract locals and tourists alike, who might 
wander or even dance between the stalls. Live bands sometimes 
play, and children romp around together while their parents visit. 
Some chinchorros have been owned by the same family for many 
generations, and all of them contribute to preserving the island’s 
vibrant food culture.

Pig visitor: A men’s club in County Durham in England got a 
surprise visitor: a pig! The Easington Colliery Club’s members 
couldn’t believe their eyes when the black-and-tan farm animal 
sauntered into the premises. The animal turned out to be a friendly 
critter, as he strolled through the facility looking for an ear rub and 
a meal. Eventually, patrons managed to lure the little porker outside 
using a few morsels of food. They confi ned him to a nearby garden 
and posted the story on social media. In only about 15 minutes, 
someone identifi ed the pig, who was believed to have been named 
Roddy. The owner soon arrived to take him home.

Sweeping success: Most people think brooms are primarily for 
sweeping fl oors, and they may be right. However, the brooms 
made at Berea College in the U.S. state of Kentucky are so 
beautifully crafted that they are more apt to be hung as decoration. 
These unique brooms are handmade by students at this liberal arts 
college. Broomcorn (Sorghum vulgare) is dyed various colours, 
which the students might braid into elabourate designs. They make 
15 different types of brooms of various sizes. Founded in 1855, 
Berea was the South’s fi rst interracial, co-educational institution, 
and began making brooms in 1920. Today, students produce about 
5,000 of these well-made brooms every year, and the product is in 
high demand.

Quoteable Quotes
“I never lose. I either win or learn.” —Nelson Mandela
“Never fear shadows. They simply mean there’s a light shining 
somewhere nearby.” —Ruth E. Renkel

What’s Happening
Mar 17 - 2023 Ron Falls Memorial Cribbage Tournament
at the Alcomdale Hall, Alcomdale. Doors open at 7:00, games 
begin at 7:30. $7.50 per person to play. Cash prizes, booby prize, 
concession. No preregistration, pay at the door.

Now-Feb 2023 - Strathma Saturdays Join people of all ages 
for Strathma Saturdays from 10:30am-3:30pm for free activities 
and connection. Visit www.strathma.ca for all info

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. Who won the 1989 Booker Prize for The Remains of the Day?
2. If one of a mammal’s jaws is wider than the other, the condition is 
____.
3. The Pipiles are Indigenous people in what country?
4. What year was The Jazz Singer, the first talking movie, released?
5. This era is known as “Age of the Dinosaurs.”

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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