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Everybody’s Talking
Floridian fl amingo: Visitors to the U.S. state of Florida soon 
discover that fl amingos, the pink birds with spindly legs and long 
necks, are a common sight. Fittingly, then, an art installation at the 
Tampa International Airport honours that bird. Called “HOME” 
and created by artist Matthew Mazzotta, the sculpture is a huge 
likeness of the pink creature. It stands 21 feet (6.4 metres) tall, 
and it appears to be bending its neck down into water to feed 
at eye level with visitors; the water’s surface is visible near the 
airport ceiling. Special ceiling lighting creates this optical illusion. 
Travelers are encouraged to touch and interact with this interesting 
piece of art.

Piece of the puzzle: In 1980, in the northern Spain town 
of Castrojeriz, a church was the victim of a crime. A thief got 
away with six invaluable, centuries-old Flemish tapestries. After 
several years, police fi nally recovered these works of art, made 
by Corneille Schutz. However, until recently, one piece from 
the largest tapestry had remained missing. This was a 2-x-2-foot 
(0.6-x-0.6-metre) square in the bottom left corner. An investigator 
with the Spanish National Police reopened the case in 2021, after 
over 40 years, and found a lead. The missing square contains an 
image of an angel. It was returned to the church in February 2022.

Cartoon passport: When Belgian citizens open their new 
passports, they may think it looks like some kind of odd comic 
book. That is because the new design for these important pieces 
of identifi cation include background images of cartoon characters, 
including the Smurfs and boy reporter Tintin, who are beloved in 
Belgium. Some of the images, appropriately, include elements of 
travel, such as the rocket that took Tintin to the moon. On another 
page, a Smurf looks at a globe and a number of maps. Note that 
the cartoons are not just to make the document look fl ashy; they 
also contain many security elements that prevent counterfeiters 
from making copies.

Home with travelers: A Chinese man who doesn’t get along 
very well with his family decided to fi nd another abode. That was 
over 14 years ago, and the place he found to call home is the 
Beijing Capital International Airport. Wei Jianguo gets a monthly 
government allowance that provides him with funds to buy enough 
food to keep him from going hungry. Sometimes he buys food 
from a restaurant and sometimes he prepares it on an electric 
cooker. At night, he sets up his bed in a waiting area of the airport. 
A few times over the years security has taken him home, but he 
always ends up coming back and setting up again.

Quoteable Quotes
“It’s a whole lot more satisfying to reach for the stars, even if you 
end up landing only on the moon.” —Kermit the Frog
“If you can’t fl y then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t 
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving 
forward.” —Martin Luther King, Jr.

What’s Happening
Apr 8 - Gibbons Easter Egg Hunt Taking place at the cultural 
centre from 11am-1pm. Hosted by the Sturgeon River Agricultural 
Society. Free activities and paid concession

Apr 8 - Gibbons Pancake Breakfast This fundraising pancake 
breakfast will be taking place at the legion from 8am-10am. Hosted 
by the Ladies Auxillary 226

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. Mozart liked to play this indoor game while composing.
2. Movie director Elia Kazan’s birth city is now called _____.
3. In King Lear, the eldest daughter is Goneril, Regan, or Cordelia?
4. In 1964, Jean-Paul Sartre declined what?
5. Andorra is a co-principality on which continent?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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