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Everybody’s Talking
Bicycle collector: Some people complain about noisy neighbours, 
others protest about the continual racket of a neighbour’s barking 
dog, but not many encounter problems with an excessive bicycle 
collection. Such was the case in Oxfordshire, England, when police 
took into custody a man who had hundreds of bikes on his property. 
They were piled high and wide. For more than fi ve years, people 
living near the man had noticed the mess and had called the cops 
numerous times, but no action was ever taken. This time, police 
arrived and made their move. The man is thought to have stolen 
the bikes, but no one knows for sure.

Still alive: In India, some people are registered as dead, but are 
actually very much alive and well. A man named Lal Bihari is one 
of them. In 1976, he returned to his home village of Khalilabad 
to sort out his affairs. An administrative clerk told him that Lal 
Bihari had died and that his land was owned by an uncle’s family. 
When he tried to straighten out the mess by going to numerous 
authorities, he got nowhere. For the next 18 years, Bihari worked 
to draw attention to his situation, and discovered that others shared 
his problem. He started a nonprofi t called the Association for the 
Living Dead, and has helped many people in similar predicaments.

Wee pet chickens: Folks in China, and elsewhere, who want a pet 
are increasingly turning their attention to something unusual: rutin 
chickens. Called “the world’s smallest chickens,” these very tiny 
birds are actually a cross between a quail and a partridge. Owners 
think these pets are cute and construct unique enclosures for them 
to inhabit, such as doll houses decked out with lights, plants, and 
other decorations. Popular ingredients for sweet-smelling herbal 
litter are wood chips, tea stalks, or sawn wood. The eggs are quite 
tasty, as well, although they are only about the size of a small coin, 
so quite a few eggs would be necessary to make a sizable breakfast.

Mirror, mirror: What some refer to as an “invisible house” is 
tucked into the residential district of Richmond in London, England. 
Because the home is covered with mirrored panels that refl ect the 
background, comprehending that it’s actually a building is diffi cult. 
In fact, the house is so invisible that people who have lived in the 
area for years haven’t noticed it. The mirrors refl ect the blue sky 
and clouds, passersby on the street, and vehicles en route to their 
destinations. The house was redesigned by architect and artist Alex 
Haw in 2015, and the current owners say that it’s fun to watch 
people walking by and stopping to fi x their hair.

Quoteable Quotes
“Living is the art of getting used to what we didn’t expect.”
—Eleanor C. Wood
“Chance is not a word to toss in the air. It’s a word to take in, a 
word to give yourself.” —Michelle Muriel

What’s Happening
Jan 1 ongoing - Friend Den The Friend Den is a new program 
for kids in kindergarten to grade 3 with lessons on coping skills, 
empathy, and gratitude. This runs on Mondays from 3:15-4:30 at 
the Vegreville Family Resource Network. Registration is required 
call 780-632-2912

2nd Tuesdays of Month - Stitch n’ Btch Stitch ‘n Btch is a 
name that has been used to refer to social knitting groups since at 
least World War II. The group meets to knit, crochet, cross-stitch 
and talk. Bring your WIP and join at 4B 4010 50 Ave Lloydminster 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. This was a speculative flower bulb craze in The Netherlands, 1633–1637.
2. _____ is the highest peak in Costa Rica.
3. The first eon of the geologic time scale is Silurean, Hadean, or 
Manichaean?
4. Which Brazilian won soccer’s World Cup three times?
5. This ship saves Ishmael at the end of the book Moby Dick.

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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