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Everybody’s Talking
Monkey land: In a village called Upla, in the Osmanabad district of 
India’s Maharashtra state, monkeys are so well respected that they 
have been given their own land. Along with a small population of 
humans, Upla has about 100 Rhesus macaques in residence. Some 
years ago, the village set aside 32 acres of land and put them in the 
name of all the monkeys. No one knows exactly how or when this 
came to be, but the townsfolk feed the monkeys and often include 
them in rituals. At weddings, for example, the monkeys are provided 
with presents before the rest of the festivities get started.

Cruising for life: “Super Mario” Salcedo of Miami, Florida (U.S.), 
would rather be on a cruise ship than on dry land. He seems to have 
gotten his wish because he’s managed to live for over 23 years on 
luxury liners, after retiring at age 47. During a stressful career as a 
financier, he traveled quite a bit. He had managed to save enough 
to continually live on a ship, and now enjoys the scenery instead of 
worrying about work. Salcedo doesn’t hang out with other tourists, 
but keeps to himself and does light finance work for private clients. 
This lifestyle is possible, in part, because the perpetual cruiser isn’t 
married and doesn’t have children.

Playful paint job: When he was a kid, Sam Cox’s parents never 
told him he couldn’t draw on walls. Good thing, because now the 
artist from Kent, England, who is in his late 20s, has covered his own 
house, inside and out, in doodles. After beginning in his bedroom, 
Cox has doodled, from floor to ceiling, all the other bedrooms, 
bathrooms, hallways, and kitchen, as well as the exterior. He used 
many cans of white paint, black spray paint, black drawing paint, 
and pens to achieve the monochrome, comic book look. Known as 
Mr. Doodle, Cox uses his love of this artistic style to make paintings, 
which have sold for high prices at auctions.

Canine passenger: Eclipse was a beloved black Lab-Bullmastiff 
mix in Seattle, Washington (U.S.), who enjoyed riding the bus all by 
herself. The smart canine would get on the bus near the home of her 
owner, Jeff Young, and get off a few stops later at the dog park. It 
started by accident in 2015, when she boarded without Young one 
day, and she continued until she passed away in October 2022 at 
age 10. Regular passengers miss the gentle animal, who would nap 
with her head on someone’s lap. She always knew her stop, and the 
driver would let her out. The bus company even made a music video 
about her.

Quoteable Quotes
“One of the lessons of history is that nothing is often a good 
thing to do and always a clever thing to say.”	 —Will Durant
“My father gave me the best advice of my life. He said, “Whatever 
you do, don’t wake up at 65 years old and think about what you 
should have done with your life.’”	 —George Clooney

What’s Happening
May 12. Neighborhood Party  Trade Show. Carstairs Memorial 
Arena, 4-8pm. Come out and see Organizations, Non-profits, 
Youth Sports, and Carstairs  Area Businesses. Contact Community 
Services Department - Town of Carstairs for more information 403-
940-3327.

May 13. Mother’s Day High Tea. Join us for a lovely afternoon 
of tea and treats to celebrate Mother’s Day and the library’s 70th 
anniversary! Advance registration and ticket purchase is required at 
the Crossfield Library.

German Canadian Club of Red Deer County Christmas 
Market. The GCC is looking for vendors for this popular Christmas 
Market event on Nov 4 in Red Deer County. Please contact Henrietta 
at 403.346.6610 or Donna at 403.343.1744 to secure a spot.

Nov 4. German Canadian Club of Red Deer County 
Christmas Market. Come out for this popular Christmas Market. 
10a - 4p, Nov 4th at 38167 RR280 in Red Deer County.

May 27. Airdrie Childerns Festival. We aim to enrich the lives 
of children and celebrate cultural differences of all kinds, ALL FOR 
FREE! Check out events at airdriechildrensfest.com. Runs May 27 
weekend.
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Trivia
1. The newspaper Bild is published in what country?
2. _____, an involuntary muscle contraction, moves food through the digestive 
system.
3. When was the Vienna Boys Choir created?
4. What playwright group included Christopher Marlowe in the 1580s?
5. Vitreous humour can be found in human eyeballs, jellyfish, or comedy clubs?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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