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Everybody’s Talking
Bee crazy: Travelers to Provincia di Matera in the southern part 
of Italy can now get up close and personal with bees. Airbnb 
owner Rocco Filomeno has found a way to incorporate bees into 
his accommodation. Calling his place an “air bee and bee,” the 
host offers a one-room house that sits amid nine apiaries. The 
high ceiling of the wooden structure has a glass hive through which 
guests can watch a colony of bees hard at work. They can go to 
sleep at night hearing the soft buzzing and smelling the gentle scent 
of the bees and their honey. The accommodation is situated on 
Filomeno’s olive farm near the village of Grottole.

Look-alike: Arthid Duangsri of Chiang Rai, Thailand, sported 
long hair and a beard in his younger years. Now, the bulked-up, 
bald man is well known as the Thai Vin Diesel, the Hollywood 
star from the Fast and Furious movie franchise. The fan started 
to transform himself into that movie’s Dominic Toretto character 
almost a decade ago when a friend suggested he could pull it off. 
So he shaved his head and began working out in a gym. Today, he 
looks so much like Vin Diesel that people stop him in the street and 
ask for photographs. His brother even helped him to soup up a 
car to resemble the one that Dominic Toretto drives in the movies.

Dog business: A pair of animal lovers in Skagway, Alaska (U.S.), 
has found a way to bring the dog community together in this small 
mountain town. The married couple, Mo and Lee Thompson, are 
available to pet sit, train, and walk people’s pooches. They use an 
intriguing way to make their rounds, picking up the dogs at their 
residences on a small bus. The dogs are so well trained that, after 
waiting patiently in their yards, they hop on the bus, greet their 
dog pals, and then jump up on their assigned seat to be harnessed 
in for the ride to the dog park. The business grew quickly for the 
Thompsons, who are thrilled to be involved with such a rewarding 
undertaking.

Keep running: Running a marathon or completing an Iron Man 
triathlon is a tough feat, even for someone who is in topnotch 
health. But an Australian man named Russell Winwood has 
proven that, with effort, a diffi cult diagnosis can be overcome to 
live a dream. Winwood has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), which makes breathing diffi cult because it negatively 
affects his lung capacity. However, the Brisbane man worked 
on improving his respiratory fi tness by training, eating well, and 
consistently taking his prescribed medication. Today, he runs full 
marathons around the world. He wears an oxygen tank on his back 
and runs with a partner.

Quoteable Quotes
“Nothing haunts us like the things we don’t say.” —Mitch Albom
“When someone shows you who they are, believe them the fi rst 
time.” —Maya Angelou

What’s Happening
Aug 5-7 - Edmonton Heritage Festival Experience the world 
in a weekend without leaving Edmonton at the world’s largest 
multicultural festival. Sample culinary treats, shop for artwork, and 
chat with folks from all over the world. Temporarily relocated to the 
Edmonton Expo Centre.

Ongoing - Fresh Community Market Whitecourt  District 
Chamber of Commerce Presents: The Fresh Community Market. 
Held each Saturday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm until September 23, 
2023. For more information, please visit the Whitecourt Chamber 
of Commerce’s website.

NON profi t organizations may submit events for FREE at 
www.coffee-news.ca
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Trivia
1. Construction of the Cathedral of Notre Dame began in 1099, 1163, or 
1812?
2. An arcade, arch, or balustrade is a series of arches supported by columns?
3. Obsidian is an igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary rock?
4. What is a piece of land almost completely surrounded by water?
5. A niddy noddy is a tool to wind yarn into skeins—T/F?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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