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Everybody’s Talking
Life by the water: Anyone wanting to live in a unique, 
water-accessible community might consider Het Brekkense 
Wiel in the Netherlands. The area’s name means “The 
Broken Wheel” in Dutch. Located between IJsselmeer, 
which is the largest lake in the country, and the Frisian 
Lakes, this neighbourhood was built in 1992. Near the 
water sport destination town of Lemmer, the design of this 
residential area is similar to its namesake. The 230 homes 
are arranged in a configuration that looks like a collection of 
broken wheel halves. The neighbourhood’s design means all 
of the multi-family structures have access to water frontage, 
as well as roads that provide access by car.

Locked up: A woman in Bangkok, Thailand, is very 
thankful that she has a caring sister. Not having heard from 
the woman for three days, the sister called the police to 
investigate. It turns out that the doorknob on the woman’s 
bathroom was faulty, and she had accidentally locked herself 
in. She tried banging and yelling to attract attention, to no 
avail. Although she didn’t have food to eat, she was lucky 
to be able to stay hydrated with tap water. Being a healthy 
person, it didn’t take long for the woman to get her strength 
back after a short stint in the hospital. The moral of the 
story? Get those broken doorknobs fixed!

Mechanical dogs: More and more people in China are 
choosing a robot dog for a pet instead of a real one. The 
craze is becoming noticeable, as more of these mechanical 
pets can be seen on the street being walked by their owners. 
Developed by robotics companies, some models of these 
“dogs” can carry a small amount of weight and can be 
programmed to sit, roll over, and shake a paw. While such 
pets may not be great at cuddling, their owners don’t have 
to feed them, clean up after them, or find a sitter to look 
after the pretend animals when they go on vacation.

Fake kidnapping: A young woman, her boyfriend, 
and his family thought it would be a good idea for her to 
pretend to be kidnapped, and then ask her mother to pay 
the ransom money. The incident happened on Tenerife, 
one of the Canary Islands. The con artists filmed a video of 
the daughter making a tearful plea for her mother to hand 
over 50,000 Euros to ensure her release. The mom, luckily, 
called the cops, saying that this had happened before. The 
police were suspicious, so they started an investigation 
focused on the daughter and her boyfriend’s family, quickly 
rounding up enough evidence to charge these criminals 
with fake kidnapping

Quoteable Quotes
“Every relationship goes through a struggle, but only strong 
relationships get through it.”	 —Unknown
“To err is human; to refrain from laughing, humane.”	
—Lane Olinghouse

What’s Happening
German Canadian Club of Red Deer County 
Christmas Market. The GCC is looking for vendors for 
this popular Christmas Market event on Nov 4 in Red Deer 
County. Please contact Henrietta at 403.346.6610 or 
Donna at 403.343.1744 to secure a spot.
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Trivia
1. Delicata, kabocha, and turban are varieties of what popular vegetable?
2. The study of algae is phycology, arcology, or aerobiology?
3. In Shakespeare, she is Polonius’ daughter and Hamlet’s girlfriend.
4. What is the collective noun for a group of giraffes?
5. This famous musician co-founded Rocket Music Entertainment.

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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