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Everybody’s Talking
Tilted building: Italy’s Leaning Tower of Pisa isn’t the 
only building in the world that looks like it might fall over at 
any minute. Taiwan’s Chiayi County is home to the Taihe 
Zhenxing Palace, which is tipped at an angle of approximately 
45 degrees. This structure was not built that way. Rather, in 
2009, a strong typhoon caused rainfall and mudslides that 
moved the building downhill, many metres from its original 
spot. The structure is still intact, but its crazy angle is something 
to see. The palace is situated in an out-of-the-way location, but 
that doesn’t stop tourists from coming to take pictures of the 
curious sight

Acorn stash: A woodpecker in Santa Rosa, California (U.S.), 
was planning ahead. The bird had pecked many holes in the 
siding of a family’s home and deposited hundreds of acorns 
into each one. The family knew they had a big problem when 
they noticed the holes, so they asked Nick’s Extreme Pest 
Control to come to the rescue. When company owner Nick 
Castro cut into an interior wall, piles upon piles of acorns came 
tumbling out. In the end, Castro estimated that he cleared out 
700 pounds of the nuts. The family ended up re-siding their 
home, and Woody the Woodpecker had to find a new place 
to stash its stockpile.

Bummer of a hum: The village of Holmfield, in West 
Yorkshire, England, is troubled by a mysterious sound, dubbed 
the Holmfield Hum. Not all residents can hear it, but for those 
who can, it’s quite annoying because it affects their sleep and 
quality of life. The noise is apparently low frequency and can 
be compared to the sound of a washing machine or a diesel 
truck that has been left idling. Authorities in the village have 
hired experts to find out the cause, but so far, no luck. Of 
course they’ll keep trying, but possibly some residents can 
hear the rumblings from industry in the area, and others do 
not.

Long train: What better way to celebrate a country’s 175 
years of rail travel than to drive the longest passenger train 
in the world through the Swiss Alps? That is what Rhaetische 
Bahn railway accomplished when it put 100 passenger cars 
together to make a train that measured 1.9 kilometres (1.2 
mi.) long. The train took a 25-kilometre (15.5-mi.) journey 
through a terrain of sharp turns with many ups and downs, 22 
tunnels, and 48 bridges. It went from Preda to Bergun in the 
eastern part of Switzerland. The feat involved seven drivers 
who had the skill to coordinate, with perfect synchronization, 
both acceleration and breaking. Luckily, they completed the 
trip with perfection.

Quoteable Quotes
“The best way out is always through.” —Robert Frost
“Being stylish is about enjoying your life and expressing 
yourself and your inner light.” —Tori Amos

What’s Happening
German Canadian Club of Red Deer County Christmas 
Market. The GCC is looking for vendors for this popular 
Christmas Market event on Nov 4 in Red Deer County. 
Please contact Henrietta at 403.346.6610 or Donna at 
403.343.1744 to secure a spot.

Oct 14. A Reservation on the Titanic 12 - 5:00 pm. 
Immerse yourself in the history of the Titanic. Historian Larry 
Robinson will have his Titanic collection on hand to view and 
will be giving 2 presentations. Both presentations are family-
friendly.  Drop in. Details at: www.cochranepubliclibrary.ca
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Trivia
1. This condition means having extra fingers or toes.
2. The Beatles’s debut single was released in 1960, 1962, or 1964?
3. In England, how do you address someone who has been knighted?
4. Did the popular dish veal scaloppini originate in Germany or Italy?
5. An indigo bunting is a baby blanket, small bird, or bucket to dye 
cloth?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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