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Everybody’s Talking
Saved iPhone: An American man thought he’d lost his iPhone 
forever. Zach Siggelkow of St. Anthony Village, Minnesota (U.S.), 
was vacationing with family members at Waikiki Beach, Hawaii. One 
his last day there, he went kayaking. But after a few hours of fun, 
he was swamped by a large wave. The iPhone vanished, along with 
his sunglasses, or so Siggelkow thought. More than a month later, 
he received a message from Dr. Karl Brookins, who had found the 
phone during a scuba diving expedition and was able to get into 
the phone and reach Siggelkow by email. The honest diver sent the 
phone to its original owner, and the phone still worked!

Magical place: In London, England, magic reigns at The Magic 
Circle, a society of magicians founded in 1905. Its current headquarters 
opened in 1998 and is open to the public for pre-arranged tours 
and shows. Magicians must apply to become members of what The 
Magic Circle calls the world’s premier magic society. Members are 
required to pledge not to reveal the secrets to magic tricks, and the 
membership list includes professionals like David Copperfi eld, and 
others like TV personalities, teachers, and even King Charles III. 
Visitors can browse the headquarters, offi cially called The Centre 
for the Magic Arts, which contains magical artifacts from over the 
centuries, and they can watch tricks performed by members of The 
Magic Circle.

Expensive treat: Ice cream is always a yummy treat, but a serving 
of byakuya (“white night”) may be the most decadent ever, not to 
mention the most expensive. The Japanese company Cellato calls 
it a gelato, and a serving costs 880,000 Yen. The treat is made 
from white Italian truffl es from a specifi c region of Italy, along with 
Parmigiano Reggiano, sake lees (a by-product of sake), egg yolks, 
milk, and gold leaf. Complex in taste and smooth in texture, a serving 
can be shipped to consumers and comes with instructions for eating 
the creation with the accompanying hand-made spoon. Who needs a 
vacation when you can savour a bowl of something like this?

Living alone: In the name of research, an athletic mountaineer 
named Beatriz Flamini lived in a cave in Granada, Spain, for 500 
days. Although she was alone the whole time, a team of scientists 
remotely monitored her to investigate how isolation affects people’s 
minds and bodies. She entered the cave November 21, 2021. When 
she emerged, she had missed all the news of the world. However, 
she claims to have loved her time alone, during which she read many 
books, exercised, knitted, and recorded videos. The team delivered 
food to a collection point, but made no contact with her. She recorded 
video footage for an eventual documentary about her experience.

Quoteable Quotes
“All things must pass.” —George Harrison
“Always do right. It will gratify some and astonish the rest.” —Mark 
Twain

What’s Happening
Dec 25 - Edmonton Lifelong Learners Assoc. Winter Online 
Session Wide range of online courses for mature learners 50. Taught 
by subject experts. Courses run January 15 - March 8 2024 on 
Zoom. Costs: $80-100 per course; $25 annual ELLA membership. 
Registration begins December 5 2023 at https:my-ella.com. Join us!

Feb 19 - Witbit Swim Free Wibit Swim at the Westlock Aquatic 
Centre. February 19, 2024, from 12 to 5 p.m.
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Trivia
1. Lamborghini, Sergio, or Giovanni is an Italian car company?
2. A proton or a neutron is a positively charged particle in an atom’s nucleus?
3. The body of water between Floria and Cuba is the Keys Strait—T/F?
4. Reconstruction of London’s Globe Theatre was completed in 1896, 1950, 
or 1996?
5. A trapezoid, or trapezium, has four sides, and at least two are parallel—T/F?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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