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Everybody’s Talking
Underground accommodation: Wales is home to a hotel that 
is purported to be the deepest in the world. Aptly named the 
Deep Sleep Hotel, it is located in an abandoned slate mine in the 
Snowdonia mountains. At 1,375 feet (419 m) below ground, getting 
there is quite an adventure for overnight guests. Guided by a trip 
leader, they have to hike for 45 minutes on mountain paths. Then, 
they are suited up with gear and taken down a challenging descent 
path in the mine. After that, they settle into very comfortable cabins 
and are provided with an expedition-style meal. The next day, staff 
members wake the visitors for the steep trek back up to the surface.

Shoddy work: In a village in India’s Maharashtra state, residents 
have every right to complain about poorly done work. Folks in 
Karjat-Hast Pokhari had been looking forward to getting blacktop 
installed on the area’s rough roads. So they were thrilled when a 
construction company arrived to do the work. However, the residents 
soon realized that the company had taken a huge shortcut in the 
job: they put down canvas material, then covered it with a very thin 
layer of asphalt. Several locals soon realized the situation when they 
lifted up a corner and it folded like a carpet. Villagers have made 
complaints against the contractor and the government department 
that hired them.

White line fever: The town may be small, but its authorities decided 
to fi ght hard to encourage speeding motorists to slow down. Baune, 
located in western France, sees many motorists speed over its streets 
as they navigate through the town’s crossroads. Despite clear speed 
limit signs, drivers pay no heed and drive as fast as 100 km/h (60 
mph) through the small town of 1,700 residents. To try to remedy 
the situation, the town painted confusing road lines. The continuous 
lines go this way and that, and often overlap. Drivers are slowing 
down to try to fi gure out what they are supposed to do. Hopefully 
motorists won’t go back to their old ways anytime soon

Long race One ultramarathon starts from the pier in Santa Monica, 
California (U.S.), and ends at the welcome sign to the city of Las 
Vegas, Utah. Called The Speed Project, the length of the run is 340 
miles (548 km) through the area’s hot deserts, including Death Valley. 
The race is not advertised, there are no rules, and the participants 
must be invited to compete. Runners do not have to follow a particular 
route, but they are not allowed to run on highways. Started by Nils 
Arend and Blue Benadum in 2013, the race can be run solo, but it 
started out as a relay race for six team members

Quoteable Quotes
“Whether or not you know it, you’re the infi nite potential of love, 
peace, and joy.” —Amit Ray
“Everything that irritates us about others can lead us to an 
understanding of ourselves.” —Carl Jung

What’s Happening
Feb 17 - Winter Carnival Taking place in Festival Park from noon 
to 4pm. Come down for a free Winter Carnival in Whitecourt

Feb 19 - Family Day Fun Free Family Day fun at the Westlock 
Rotary Spirit Centre. 9603 100 St Westlock AB

Feb 19 - Witbit Swim Free Wibit Swim at the Westlock Aquatic 
Centre. February 19, 2024, from 12 to 5 p.m.

Feb 19 - Family Day Hayride Brought to you by the Town of 
Westlock Community Events Committee, sponsors, and many 
dedicated volunteers. For more info visit westlock.capfestivals-and-
events

NON P{ROFIT organizations may submit fundraising events 
for FREE at www.coffee-news.ca. Please submit a minimum 

of 4 weeks in advance.
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Trivia
1. The Greek goddess of peace was Athena, Eirene, or Aphrodite?
2. Singer Elvis Presley had a twin brother—T/F?
3. How many limbs does a squid have?
4. Toad Hall is featured in this children’s book.
5. “The Lady and the Unicorn” tapestry is Musee de Cluny, the Met, or 
the Smithsonian?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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