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Everybody’s Talking
Scribbled tattoo: When getting a tattoo, clients choose 
designs that vary widely and, in the end, it’s “to each their 
own.” That’s likely what many people say about tattoos 
by German artist Mykhailo, based in Berlin. One piece of 
this artist’s work looks more like a child’s scribblings, with 
squiggly looking fl owers on scrawled stems, along with other 
lines that don’t seem to have any connection to anything. 
However, the artist fi rst drew the design with a marker, and 
the client said “yes” to it before the actual inking happened. 
Mykhailo said he knew the work would be controversial and 
provocative, which it proved to be on social media.

Not a barn: When apartment buildings allow residents to 
keep pets, that’s usually understood to mean dogs, cats, birds, 
and maybe the odd goldfi sh. But a retired farmer in Sichuan 
Province, China, pushed the limits when he brought seven 
calves from his country home to keep as pets on his fi fth-
fl oor balcony. The presence of the mooing, smelly animals 
didn’t go over well with the building’s other tenants, who 
reported the man to the authorities. Luckily, the tenants’ 
beefs were taken seriously, and the owner of the bovines had 
to give up his plan to keep the cows. However, he’s tried to 
sneak them back in!

Hummingbird haven: An older lady from Mexico City is 
known for her ability to care for injured hummingbirds. In 
2012, a friend brought one of the tiny birds to Catia Lattouf 
de Arída. Ever since then, she has been nursing the small 
pollinators back to health. When she realized this was her 
calling, she started researching the birds, and she has become 
an expert in their care. When they regain their health, she 
takes them to an unpopulated spot outside of the city to 
release them back to the wild. If they are unable to fl y again, 
she provides a home for them in the refuge she has created 
in her apartment.

Close call: A father-son kayaking duo were in the right 
place at the right time when they came across an overturned 
boat in the Thompson River in the Canadian province of 
British Columbia. Chris Carlson and his teen son Ben found 
two men holding on to the capsized boat, yelling for help. 
One boater could not swim and the other’s foot was tangled 
in a rope. The kayakers retrieved the boaters’ life jackets, 
fl oating nearby, and managed to pull the men to shore. The 
boaters had been yelling but their shouts could not be heard 
from the shore over a nearby restaurant’s loud music. Chris 
is proud of Ben for staying calm during the incident.

Quoteable Quotes
“Act the way you’d like to be, and soon you’ll be the way you 
act.” —Leonard Cohen
“If you only read the books that everyone else is reading, you 
can only think what everyone else is thinking.” —Haruki 
Murakami
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Trivia
1. An epact is a period of time used to harmonize the solar and lunar 
calendars—T/F?
2. The famous cat at London’s No. 10 Downing Street is Tabby, Larry, or 
Felix?
3. Who composed the opera Falstaff?
3. Who composed the opera Falstaff?
5. In the movie Casablanca, the cafe is called what?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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