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Everybody’s Talking
Ice cream paradise: In Cuba, both tourists and locals can 
indulge in ice cream to their hearts’ content, and for very 
little cost, when they visit Parque Coppelia in Havana. Also 
known as la catedral de helado (the ice cream cathedral), 
this venue serves an astounding 30,000 ice cream lovers 
per day. At any one time, there could be 600 people of 
all ages clamouring for a serving of the sweet treat. The 
world’s largest ice cream pavilion, Parque Coppelia is so 
big that it takes up a whole city block. For Cubans, going to 
this place is a tradition. People have been eating ice cream 
there since it was built in 1966.

Runway ruckus: Flight delays most often are caused by 
weather or mechanical problems. But at New Zealand’s 
Wellington International Airport, neither of those scenarios 
was the reason an Air Chathams flight couldn’t take off as 
planned. The delay was because airport staff members were 
scrambling to get a baby penguin off the runway. The six-
week-old fledgling korora, a blue penguin, must have taken 
a wrong turn somewhere and ended up on the tarmac. The 
little guy obviously couldn’t fly away. The bird was taken to 
Wellington Zoo, where veterinarians said it was thin and 
underweight, but otherwise  in good health. They planned 
to take care of the baby until its feathers became waterproof.

Tough read: Anyone who has participated in a book club 
knows that, at each meeting, members discuss a different 
book. Not so for a book club in Los Angeles, California 
(U.S.). Members of this club met for 28 years to discuss, 
page by page, Finnegans Wake by James Joyce. Gerry 
Fialka started the club in 1995. Because the author uses 
many languages, and even creates words, deciphering the 
meaning of the book took a long time. The book can be 
so confusing that many readers can’t keep the characters 
straight, or know exactly where a scene is set. Members of 
Fialka’s club have come and gone, but some original readers 
are still involved.

Banana predicament: An unnamed Japanese man just 
wanted to provide some greenery in an urban area. Without 
permission from authorities, he planted three banana trees 
on the median boulevard of a busy street in Kurume City, 
Fukuoka Prefecture. Then, for two years, he tended those 
trees, carefully watering them and watching them grow. No 
one told him to stop during that whole time. Finally, drivers 
started to complain that the trees affected visibility. City 
authorities showed up at the site and told him to remove his 
beloved vegetation. Fortunately, friends of the man agreed 
to take the trees to their homes and continue to take care 
of them.

Quoteable Quotes
“The only journey is the one within.” —Rainer Maria Rilke
“Don’t fear failure. Not failure, but low aim, is the crime.” 
—Bruce Lee

What’s Happening
Looking for something to do. The Cochrane Library 
ALWAYS has fun events happening. Check out their website 
at cochranepubliclibrary.ca   405 Railway Street West
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Trivia
1. The Guinness Book of Records co-founders were surnamed Guinness, 
McWhirter, or Mulvaney?
2. Captain Von Trapp in the film The Sound of Music had how many children?
3. The disease scurvy is caused by a deficiency of vitamin B, C, or D?
4. Vanilla is almost always used in the manufacture of chocolate—T/F?
5. Queen Marie Antoinette of France was married to Louis XIV, XV, or XVI?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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