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Everybody’s Talking
Skyward rent: The steep rental market in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, pushed Tim Chen to a creative solution in 
his living arrangements. Instead of shelling out hefty rent in the 
city, this arts student from Calgary opted for a unique commute: 
fl ying to his classes. After an increase in his rent, Chen found 
the cost of fl ights surprisingly more affordable. Juggling just 
two weekly classes while living with his parents, he manages to 
save over half the cost of a Vancouver apartment. As housing 
prices rise, unconventional solutions like Chen’s highlight how 
far people will go to make ends meet in one of Canada’s priciest 
cities.

Cargo canine: In a surprising twist in Houston, Texas (U.S.), 
Coast Guard inspectors found unexpected cargo among 
towering shipping containers. Amidst the maze, they heard 
a barking and a scratching sound, unstacked and opened the 
container, and discovered a dog who had endured eight days 
without sustenance in a cramped, dark crate. Despite her ordeal, 
“Connie the Container Dog,” as they nicknamed her, greeted 
her rescuers with a weary smile and wagging tail. The team took 
her to Forever Changed Animal Rescue, a shelter in nearby 
Pasadena, Texas, where her story touched the hearts of staff and 
visitors. Connie is under their care until a permanent home can 
be found.

Martian immersion: Who has fancied a taste of life on Mars? 
NASA is offering just that with their immersive CHAPEA 
program, which stands for Crew Health and Performance 
Exploration Analog. Volunteers will spend a year in a simulated 
Martian habitat, which aids the U.S. space agency’s preparation 
for future manned missions to the Red Planet. Participants 
will face simulated spacewalks, resource limitations, and 
equipment malfunctions, replicating potential challenges of life 
on Mars. Applicants must be U.S. citizens with backgrounds in 
science, technology, engineering, or math. NASA is offering 
compensation for this unique opportunity to anyone seeking 
an out-of-this-world adventure, while simultaneously helping to 
advance human exploration of Mars.

Stellar support: In a social media video, a teenage girl shared 
how her little brother got picked on at school for wearing 
space-themed shirts. The video caught the attention of Vanessa 
Hernandez, whose father is an astronaut. She responded with 
a video message from her dad to the boy, encouraging him to 
embrace his love for space, despite the teasing. In the video, 
Astronaut Jose Hernandez shared his own journey to space, 
recounting how he faced rejection from NASA multiple times 
before achieving his dream. Hernandez’s message concluded 
with a touching note to the young boy, urging him to proudly 
wear his space-themed clothes and aspire to join NASA one day.

Quoteable Quotes
“Strange to see how a good dinner and feasting reconciles 
everybody.” —Samuel Pepys
“You can’t knock on opportunity’s door and not be ready.”
—Bruno Mars
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Trivia
1. Before Memorial Day was a U.S. federal holiday, it was called what?
2. Which of these rivers runs through Berlin, Germany—Rhone, Rhine, or 
Spree?
3. She was the very first American Idol winner.
4. The Hawkeye State is the nickname for the U.S. state of Iowa, Indiana, or 
Kansas?
5. These cells in the eye’s retina are used to see colour.

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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