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Everybody’s Talking
Digital David: A team from an Italian university has unveiled a 
remarkable 17-foot replica of Michelangelo’s famous sculpture of 
“David.” The replica was created using cutting-edge, 3D-printing 
technology, and is being hailed as the most accurate rendition 
yet. Unlike the Renaissance sculptor’s three-year labour, this team 
achieved their feat in a matter of a few months. The process involved 
thousands of digital scans and innovative construction methods. 
Weighing in at 1,200 pounds (544 kg), the reproduction boasts a 
weight 10 times lighter than the marble original. Dubbed a “digital 
twin,” this tech marvel hints at a new era of cultural preservation.

Culinary clues: In Italy, a team of researchers continues to 
uncover the mysteries of the city Pompeii, providing glimpses into 
the daily lives of its ancient inhabitants. Among the areas recently 
revealed is a remarkably well-preserved street eatery, which offers 
insights into the bustling culinary scene of the city. Pompeii gained 
fame for being blanketed in debris following an eruption from a 
neighbouring volcano in 79 C.E. Archaeologists have unearthed 
various structures, including theatres, hospitals, and approximately 
80 “fast-food” joints known as thermopolia. The excavation of 
this particular thermopolium revealed food offerings and artistic 
depictions of what would have been served before the city was 
frozen in time.

Navigating change: In a pioneering voyage, a cargo ship 
embarked from Singapore to Brazil, and introduced a revolutionary 
sail design in the process. Dubbed the “WindWing,” this innovation 
aims to diminish fuel dependency and minimize pollution in 
maritime transportation. Inspired by ancient sailing methods, the 
WindWing capitalizes on wind power, and promises sig¬nifi cant 
environmental benefi ts. Initial trials of the 123-foot (37-metre) 
long sail showcased some promising results: the Pyxis Ocean ship 
reached speeds of up to 6 miles per hour (9.7 km per hour) using 
WindWings alone. This new transport tech may well be poised for 
widespread adoption in the coming years.

Stellar haul: In 2016, NASA launched its OSIRIS-REx spacecraft 
to embark on a two-year voyage to reach Bennu, an asteroid 
over 200 million miles (322 million km) away. The spacecraft 
meticulously orbited Bennu before delicately scooping up dust 
and pebbles. NASA says the trip by the OSIRIS-REx is the fi rst 
U.S. mission to collect a sample from an asteroid. Now, a capsule 
carrying the unprecedented samples from the distant body has 
come back to Earth. After enduring the scorching temperatures of 
re-entry, the capsule landed in the desert in the U.S. state of Utah. 
NASA quickly transported OSIRIS-REx to the Johnson Space 
Center. Scientists anticipate unlocking valuable insights into the 
early years of our solar system.

Quoteable Quotes
“If you’re offered a seat on a rocket ship, don’t ask what seat! Just 
get on.” —Sheryl Sandberg
“Our own self-realization is the greatest service we can render the 
world.” —Ramana Maharshi

What’s Happening
Aug 21 - Weed Warriors Drop-in Event Weed Warriors teaches 
students and community members of all ages how to identify and 
safely remove invasive weeds, as well as how to support the growth 
of native plant species. Taking place from 2-6pm at 2 Meadowview 
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Trivia
1. Magnesium sulfate is the chemical name of this salt.
2. What is the medical term for the shoulder blade?
3. This historical event is the setting of The Scarlet Pimpernel.
4. Synovial fluid lubricates gears, joints, or marbles?
5. Margaret Mead worked in what field of science?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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