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Everybody’s Talking
Clean beaches: In New Jersey (U.S.), one can never predict what 
someone might discover on the state’s beaches, which is why the 
nonprofi t Clean Ocean Action hosts a biannual event to document 
some of the unusual items that are either left behind or wash up on 
the shores. Every spring and fall, thousands of participants gather to 
comb more than 70 beaches. Among the more unusual discoveries 
are an adult-size Elmo costume, a rubber brain, rosary beads, and even 
a whoopee cushion, just to name a few. The organization publishes 
an annual “Roster of the Ridiculous,” showcasing the strangest fi nds.

Gaming grandma: Affectionately dubbed “Gamer Grandma,” a 
Japanese woman has claimed the title of the world’s oldest YouTube 
gamer. Since launching her channel in 2015, Hamako Mori has 
amassed a huge following, garnering hundreds of thousands of 
subscribers. Her videos range from the process of unboxing new 
consoles to showing off her gaming skills. Recognized by Guinness 
World Records, Mori’s videos capture her joy and humour, and offer 
glimpses into her life and gaming adventures. Her gaming journey 
began with the Cassette Vision console in the early 1980s and hasn’t 
stopped since. She is proving that age is no barrier in the gaming 
world.

Miracle dog: She’s being hailed as the miracle dog. Mishka, a 3-year-
old street dog from Mexico, adopted by the Houman Family in San 
Diego, California (U.S.), went missing. Eight months later, the lost 
dog reappeared 2,000 miles (3,218 km) away in Detroit, Michigan. 
The family never lost hope that their beloved pet would be found. 
When Mishka was picked up by police in response to a report about a 
stray dog, an implanted identity chip helped trace her owners to San 
Diego. The animal welfare group that facilitated the return speculates 
that the dog had been stolen, sold, and ended up in Michigan.

Noisy highway: Guangzhou, China, has several examples of roads 
being built around “hold-out” individuals who refuse to sell their 
buildings. One of them, known as “Number 28 on Yongxing Jie,” is 
an eight-story building located right in the middle of a multi-lane traffi c 
overpass. Back in 2008, authorities wanted to build the new traffi c 
infrastructure, and marked several area buildings for demolition. While 
most owners agreed to sell, the owners of Number 28 did not. When 
the two sides could not reach an agreement, the authorities went 
ahead and built the overpass, leaving the yellow apartment building in 
the middle of the swirling traffi c lanes.

Quoteable Quotes
“Be practical as well as generous in your ideals. Keep your eyes on 
the stars but remember to keep your feet on the ground.”
—Theodore Roosevelt
“Those who know do not speak. Those who speak do not know.”
—Lao Tzu

What’s Happening
August 30 - Alberta Day Celebration Join the Town of 
Vegreville for the ultimate celebration of Alberta at Pysanka Park! 
Immerse yourself in an evening fi lled with exciting activities that 
showcase the heart and soul of this vibrant province. For more info 
visit vegrevilledirectory.ca

Sep 15: Terry Fox Run for Cancer Research The 44th Terry 
Fox Run Walk for Cancer Research will take place in Bud Miller Park, 
Lloydminster. 9 AM registration with a 10 AM start. On paved paths, 
scooters, wheelchairs, baby strollers and dogs on leashes. Online  
https:run.terryfox.caLloydminster
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Trivia
1. The extinct language Omurano was spoken in this present-day country.
2. The Olympics eliminated what rope-pulling sport after 1920?
3. Napoleon Bonaparte was the king of France—T/F?
4. What is a geoduck?
5. This American abstract expressionist painter was known for his drip 
technique.

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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