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Everybody’s Talking
Young pilot: Promising aviator Lucien Distler has been soaring 
through the skies solo since his early years. At just 14 years old, 
this Oakville, Ontario (Canada), native boldly piloted a Cessna 
aircraft, marking his independent fl ight debut. While he was 
too young to operate a car, he possessed the necessary skills 
to command an airplane. According to him, achieving such 
a feat at a young age is entirely feasible with diligent training 
and determination. Lucien attributes his passion for aviation 
to his regular attendance at air shows alongside his father, an 
experience that ignited his fascination with airplanes and fl ying. 
Their shared enthusiasm continues to fuel his aspirations in the 
world of aviation.

Not in vane: A decades-long search for a stolen weathervane 
is over. Recently, a 114-year-old antique copper weathervane 
surfaced at Sotheby’s in New York, N.Y. (U.S.). The auction 
house, which maintains a database of stolen items, alerted 
offi cials in Hartford, Vermont, who confi rmed that it was the 
one stolen from the White River Junction train station in 1983. 
The weathervane was modeled after a steam locomotive and 
coal tender, and was crafted by W.A. Snow Iron Works, Inc. It is 
considered a valuable historic artifact and a beautiful piece of art. 
The weathervane will be remounted and returned to Vermont to 
be enjoyed once more.

Gator grab: When angler Justin Wyrick set out for a typical 
day of bass fi shing, he was expecting nothing out of the 
ordinary. However, his routine excursion took an unexpected 
turn when he reeled in a surprising catch, a nearly 4-foot-long 
(1.2m) alligator while fi shing with his brother at a lake north of 
Knoxville, Tennessee (U.S.). The brothers promptly contacted 
the local wildlife agency. Offi cers intervened, safely removing 
the reptile from the scene. Subsequently, the alligator found 
temporary refuge at a local zoo until arrangements could be 
made for relocation to a more natural habitat.

High-tech hoax: A university hopeful in Isparta, Turkey, was 
apprehended for using an artifi cial intelligence system to cheat on 
an entrance exam. The candidate, known by the initials M.E.E., 
was detected during the test due to his suspicious behaviour. 
Hidden inside his sneaker was a small router, and he had a high-
defi nition camera disguised as a shirt button. The AI provided 
real-time answers via a tiny headset. Turkish authorities have not 
disclosed full details of the cheating system, but M.E.E. faces jail 
time and a ban from taking future exams. In the end, it seems his 
artifi cial intelligence couldn’t outsmart human vigilance.

Quoteable Quotes
“There’s a responsibility in being a person. It’s more than just 
taking up space where air used to be.” —John Steinbeck
“Don’t be pushed around by the fears in your mind. Be led by the 
dreams in your heart.” —Roy T. Bennett

What’s Happening
Sept 27 - Hipnautical Tragically Hip tribute band with special 
guest Lucas Chaisson, at Broadmoor Golf course 2100 Oak 
St, Sherwood Park. For Tickets call 780-449-0494. etransfers 
available.
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Trivia
1. In Bermuda, do drivers use the right or left side of the road?
2. Nitrous oxide (N2O) is more commonly called what?
3. How many legs does a spider have?
4. The musician Liberace played the piccolo–T/F?
5. Vaarwel is “goodbye” in Dutch, Swedish, or Finnish?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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