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Everybody’s Talking
Lucky snake: A beloved pet snake, missing for over a year from 
its home in Spennymoor, England, made a surprising return when 
it was spotted atop a neighbour’s garage roof. Speculation arose 
among locals and an animal rights officer that the snake may have 
been inadvertently transported by a crow, then dropped due to its 
weight and bulkiness. Despite the ordeal, the resilient, 3-foot-long 
(0.9-m) reptile managed to endure both the avian encounter and 
the harsh winter temperatures. Snakes, being ectothermic creatures, 
depend on their surroundings for warmth, making its survival all the 
more remarkable. Its unexpected reappearance brought immense 
relief and joy to its owners, who had long feared the worst.

Tone transformer: A Japanese firm has created an artificial 
intelligence filter that transforms angry screams into calm speech, 
aiming to alleviate the stress faced by call centre operators. 
Developed over three years, this technology detects aggressive tones 
and softens them into a polite voice, without altering the words being 
spoken. The filter works in two stages: identifying anger and then 
changing the intonation. Engineers trained the AI with over 10,000 
voice samples from actors mimicking common angry phrases. 
Nearly half of the members of a Japanese union of service and other 
workers recently reported being on the receiving end of anger and 
other intimidation.

Buzz beer: Scientists at a university in Wales are revolutionizing the 
beer brewing process by forgoing traditional hops in favour of honey 
bees. These insects naturally harbour brewer’s yeast in their guts. In 
collaboration with researchers from the University of Namibia, the 
researchers extracted brewer’s yeast from naturally deceased African 
bees and combined it with yeast from Welsh honey bees to brew 
several batches of beer. Beyond offering enjoyment of the beverage, 
this project is exploring how the pollination of certain plants can help 
to develop new drugs to treat superbugs and antibiotic resistance. 
The scientists hope to find a brewer willing to continue producing the 
beer, with proceeds supporting the ongoing research.

Island hoppers: In northern Scotland’s Orkney Islands, an 
extraordinarily brief flight connects the islands of Westray and Papa 
Westray, spanning just 1.7 miles (2.7 km), which is shorter than 
some airport runways. This flight typically lasts around 90 seconds, 
although favourable winds can reduce it to under a minute, while 
rough conditions can extend it to nearly three minutes. The flight 
is served by a Britten-Norman Islander, a small aircraft with eight 
seats and no in-flight service. This route, often likened to a bus ride, 
is crucial for the island’s inhabitants, who otherwise face weather-
disrupted ferry rides. Despite environmental criticisms, it remains a 
vital link for locals.

Quoteable Quotes
“Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize 
they were the big things.”	 —Robert Breault
“The sun himself is weak when he first rises, and gathers strength 
and courage as the day gets on.”	 —Charles Dickens

What’s Happening
Oct 19. FFRA Presents Paint Night. Saturday October 19 at 
6:30, 5017 49 Avenue Olds. $50 per person includes supplies, 
snacks and beverages. We are painting a beautiful horse picture. 
Please purchase tickets in advance. Contact Tanya Rylance at 5019 
49 Avenue Olds for tickets.

Oct 26. Rock n Roll Country Comedy Show with Richard  
Deborah Popovich. Join us on Oct 26 at Spruce View Hall for 
the Rock ‘n Roll Country Comedy Show featuring Richard  Deborah 
Popovich. Doors 5 PM, supper 6 PM, show 7 PM. Tickets: $60 
adults, $30 kids. Proceeds benefit the Dickson Store Museum. Visit 
DicksonStoreMuseum.com

Oct 27.  St. Stephens Parish Annual Fall Supper in Olds. 
Join us on Sunday, Oct 27th from 4-630 pm for a traditional Turkey 
Dinner. 4302- 57th Ave, Olds, Alberta. Family’s $50. Adults13 
yrsup $20 each. Students6-12 yrs $10. Under 6 years FREE. Take 
Out available for pre order at 403 556-3084.
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Trivia
1. How many toes does a rhinoceros have on each foot?
2. Phobophobia is the fear of blood, beetles, or fear?
3. Dorothy Hamill competed in skiing in the 1976 Olympics—T/F?
4. John Cleese and Michael Palin belonged to this comedy troupe.
5. Does Europe have any deserts?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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